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Remembrance of Former Generations

DAVID COHEN
1914-1994

Halutz and scholar

David Cohen was born in Holland to a religious family
and studied Bible,Talmud and Hebrew literature from
his youth in various Jewish institutions. Simultaneously
he attended a classical gymnasium and received a
degree in classical philology from the University of
Groningen. He came to Israel as a Halutz in 1939. The
article which appears here was written when he was a
shepherd. With the establishment of the Kibbutzim
College he was called by its founders to teach there and
taught in this institution for many years. During the
early years of his work there he studied at the Hebrew
university and Kaufmann was one of his teachers.
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Also dealt with in the article are Cultural Studies as a prevalent
academic field. The discipline of Cultural Studies emerged as self-
consciously adhering to the Leftist legacy. Its insistence on
interdisciplinarity, its ideology of breaking the barriers between
the conventional divisions of the humanities, along with its
undermining of the traditional canon of great works, replacing it
with identity politics, were hugely successful. The article seeks to
explain how and why, in the wake of the aspiration to witness that
"All that is solid melts into air", traditional academic fields were
neglected and Cultural Studies programs and units emerged in
every college and university.

Finally, the article asks whether Cultural Studies can continue to
provide us with appropriate and productive ways of interpreting

culture and proposes that perhaps there is ground for us to fear it.



philosophical points are made in response to Matar's
pronouncements about subjectivity, anti-Cartesianism, analytic
definitions, semantics and universalism. My opinion is that these
pronouncements are too often mistaken, too general, unclear,
vague and unsupported to deserve publication and to enable a
proper discussion. They certainly cannot be a basis for a critique of

a book.

Oded Heilbronner and Nurit Buchweitz

Noise, or should we be afraid of Slavoj ZiZek

Some thoughts and perspectives on the condition of
"Cultural Studies" following Slavoj Zizek's Welcome to
the Desert of the Real. Five Essays on September 11th

and Related Events, Hebrew Translation, Resling,
2008.

The aim of the article is to map current tendencies and
perspectives in Cultural Studies and to bring together some
contemporary critical writings on those tendencies. The article
comes out against some of the basic principles of the "cultural
turn", investigating its basic concepts and suggesting their
potential threat to Western culture. The article attempts to explain
how, starting from post- World War II and especially since the
1960s, the cultural ideas taken up by Left parties and organizations
came to dominance in the West.
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and when this is explicit and backed by good reasons it is perfectly
in order, but one should avoid criticizing a book on the
(unfounded) assumption that it has or should have different aims,
character and framework from the ones it actually has. Also,
critical remarks in a review should be clear, specific and properly
backed by the text. One should be careful to avoid general and
vague formulations that cannot be responsibly checked and
assessed. Otherwise, they may very likely be not only of a poor
and limited value, but also unfair to the author. Also, a review
should contain a serious survey, even if a brief one, of the contents
of the book, its main theses and arguments. These (and other)
principles, obvious and elementary as they hopefully seem, are
often ignored by respectable critics and reviewers.

A call is also made to professional journals and publishers to
inform authors of a coming review (particularly when
unfavourable) of their book, and to allow them to publish a
response, side by side with the review (or at least in the next
issue). This, though currently not a common practice, seems also
an obvious and fair demand.

These and other suggestions are made in the hope that when
such principles are discussed and brought to attention the result
will probably be not only reviews of a better quality, but ones
which are more fair to authors and readers. It may also encourage a
serious discussion that may ensue.

The above is demonstrated in my response to Anat Matar's
review of Gilead Bar-Elli's Hebrew book: Fathers of Analytic
Philosophy: Frege, Russell, Wittgenstein, volume I: Frege, Goryn
— Private Publication, 2009 (goryn.book@gmail.com), published
in the Hebrew philosophical quarterly Iyyun. Unfortunately, the
editor of that journal refused to publish this response.

It is shown in the response that this review suffers badly from

the above (and some other) deficiencies. In addition, some
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anything except his literary work. He never served in any role,
either in the rabbinic world or in any other public position.

In the HI’s multiple writings we can find his opinions on all
topics. Across his multiple writings (in the book called Hazon Ish
alone, there are approximately three thousand five hundred (3500)
folio pages in small print), there is no need to search for an
‘unconscious theology"!

This book presents a very extensive research and examination of
many sources and disciplines, ideas, opinions, and thoughts of the
HI. It seems that such an extensive research has hardly been
written in this field in recent years. But in my inspection I have
found too many examples of fundamental failures and mistakes. I
think that most of them have occurred because the author did not
use philological and critical methods.

Sometimes the book lacks sufficient distinction and
consideration of things, and shows an evident lack of strict
accuracy and familiarity with the latest discussions of the Halakhic

topics discussed in it.

Gilead Bar-Elli

On Ethics in Criticism — Matar on Bar-Elli on
Frege

In light of the prevalence and importance of book-reviews (of
academic books in particular), a suggestion for discussing some
pertinent principles is made. For instance, a review, it is claimed,
should respect the explicit aims and framework of a book, and not
impose others upon it. Of course, these aims can also be criticized,
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or of Rabbi Shneior Zalman of Liadi, not be a matter of textual-
philological research? Why were the writings of Mendele so
special that a research institute has been established to explore the
differences between the various editions and translations, using the
philological and literary methods? The same can be said of the
explorations of Agnon by Hillel Weiss, investigating the textual
changes between different printed editions of his writings.

The author comes to this study from the field of philosophy, or
what is known as 'Jewish thought'. Here we have our first
difficulty. One may ask how is it possible to deal with the image
and the work of one of the best and rarest personalities in the last
generation (and most probably some generations before), working
with the tools of historians, psychologists, sociologists, jurists —
yet declaring that one will not use the Talmudic-textual-method?

Talmudic-philological-textual infrastructure is based on facts,
proven beyond doubt, and it is the foundation of proper Talmudic
scholarship. Other roads lead to hypotheses, unfounded
assumptions, (‘0°2199571 'N1720’ 'NIIVWTT), whether they are old-
school style or philosophical-sociological, and the like. In these
disciplines you can find that one may start with 'maybe’, or 'likely’,
and end up with 'clear’, 'no doubt', 'according our proofs' etc.

Research on the intellectual and Jewish knowledge of the Hazon
Ish (HI) must assume two things: one is that he does not publish
anything without an in-depth study — as he said himself: "It is in
my character to see each and every thing as severe and serious, and
I have hardly come across things which are simple or easy" [A
serious flaw on Brown’s part on this point is that he thinks that the
HI meant here that one should take a hard line in issues of the
regulation of behaviour. This leads him to thoroughly misguided
conclusions about the 'excess of hard-line behavior'.]

The other point which should be made is that, unlike other
authors, the HI did not occupy himself, throughout his life, with
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The study of the Halakha is an important discipline that has
not so far been defined as an independent field. Until now it
has been discussed in four major disciplines, each of which
examined it from different aspects (and sometimes even
different methods within each discipline). The philological-
textual investigation (applied primarily to the study of the
Talmud and of ancient academic institutions); the Socio-
historical research; the Study of Jewish law; and research
into the Halakha thought, or the philosophy of Halakha, a
research that implements methods and tools of the
academic study of Jewish Thought.
The Talmudic-textual method has not been implemented
here, and at most it is not relevant for research into the
latest generations of the Halakha. The method which I
adopt is therefore an integrated method, and consists of the
three other approaches mentioned above. The Halakhic-
Historical background is important in my eyes in view of
issues discussed in the book
The present review offers a constructive criticism, and engages
mainly with the Halakha questions, both from a general
methodical aspect and in dealing with specific instances, analyzing
samples and issues which are discussed in this book. I cannot
agree that the method of Talmudic-textual and also the textual-
philological research is not relevant for research in later Talmudic
literature. The Talmudic domain encompasses the entire oral
Torah, from the Mishnah and the Tanaitic literature up to the
Gaonic literature, and from the Rishonim and the Acharonim until
today. This method has given it realistic historical, linguistic and
textual canons which apply to all areas of the discipline of
Talmudic and Rabbinic literature.
Why should the study of the text of Maimonides, or of Rabbi
Shlomo Luria ('7”W'IH7JTI), or of Rabbi Eliyahu of Wilno (GRA),
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doctoral students do not complete their studies in three years
inevitably leads the bulk of this student body to obtain doubtful
doctoral degrees by submitting dissertations of a low quality that
often lack a significant theoretical foundation and resort instead
to buzzwords. The "doctoral epidemic" culminates in piles of
dissertations that rarely contribute anything to the scholarship,

whose authors would never mature as proper scholars.

Shlomo Zalman Havlin

Benjamin Brown, The Hazon Ish, Halakhist,
Believer and Leader of the Haredi Revolution

The Yeshiva University Center for Jewish Law and
Contemporary, Civilization at Benjamin N. Cardozo
School of LawThe Hebrew University Magnes Press,

Jerusalem

From the structure of the book you can learn about its purpose. A
section of two chapters provides a biographical sketch; a section of
three chapters deals with theology; there follow three chapters on
socio-political subjects; and thirteen chapters on various points of
Halakha. It is perfectly clear that the main issue is the Halakha in
the widest sense: interpretation, innovetions, rulings, answers and
instructions, touching on all historical areas, from the Bible until
today.
The author says:
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English Abstracts

Amir Hetsroni

Doctoral Studies as a Fools' Paradise

In early 2012, the affair of Yair Lapid's doctoral studies occupied
the headlines. It was revealed that the politician and media
personality had been accepted as a Ph.D. student in the Program
of Hermeneutics by Bar-Ilan University, although he had neither
an undergraduate nor a graduate degree, and even lacked a high-
school matriculation certificate. Despite the public outcry, the
university persistently maintained that its decision to accept the
famous student was legitimate within the parameters of academic
freedom granted to higher academic institutes by the Council of
Higher Education Law of 1958.

The article analyzes the reasons that could persuade a
respected university to allow a person who lacks the essential
academic credentials enroll in a supposedly flagship Ph.D.
program, and concludes that mundane budgetary considerations,
rather than considerations of public appeal, had led to the
decision to accept the famous student. Specifically, the fact that
more than one-tenth of the universities' budget is allotted by the
government to sustaining the education of doctoral students in
the social sciences and the humanities (while the actual cost of
their education is negligible) pushes Israeli universities into
accepting such students in growing numbers, regardless of their
actual potential and academic preparation. Furthermore, a State

policy which imposes fines on academic institutions whose
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