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English Abstracts

John Glucker

"Uncollegial": "snitching" vs.
aiding and abetting

This article analyses concepts such as "collegial",
"uncollegial" and "group solidarity" in the context of
academic reviewing and criticism in the humanities in Israel.

Very often, when an Israeli academic in a faculty of
humanities publishes a review in which he exposes the
incompetence and ignorance (and often also the dishonesty)
of another academic, he is accused of being "uncollegial”
and of lack of "solidarity". This accusation is based on the
assumption that even if the reviewer is perfectly right, and
the reviewed book or article is utterly incompetent or
misleading or both, it is "not nice" to expose someone who
is, after all, a colleague, "one of us".

What, then, is such a "colleague", whose honour and
dignity should not be tainted, even at the price of ignoring
basic scholarly standards? A colleague is merely a man or a
woman who has been appointed to hold the post of lecturer
or professor in an academic institution. Anyone even slightly
familiar with appointment procedures, and especially with
the manner in which they have been conducted in recent
years, knows that not every person who has passed through
the various committees and obtained his post or promotion is
a true scholar. In numerous cases, the sheer number of
publications is the only consideration in the committee's
initial decision whether it should even start proceedings for
this particular person — independently of the quality of these
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publications. This, as Shimshona Eliezer has pointed out in a
previous issue of Katharsis, often gives an initial advantage
to the unprincipled careerist and charlatan, who knows how
to produce as many publications as possible and to establish
the right connections ("networking"), and excludes at the
outset the careful and meticulous scholar, whose main
concern is the thoroughness and real originality of his
research and the quality of his publications. In other cases, a
person is appointed or promoted, not because of his qualities
as a scholar, nor even because of the number of his
publications, but because of his connections with powerful
academics within his institution and outside it. Thus, the fact
that someone is a lecturer, a professor, a dean, and the like is
no guarantee for his qualities as a scholar. If I read a book by
such a "colleague" which is incompetent, full of basic errors,
and misleading, there is no reason why I should regard the
decisions made in the past by various committees as
overruling my duty as a scholar. My duty is to warn students
and "innocent readers", who do not possess the tools for
assessing the publication, of the dangers of using it as if it
were a competent book or article based on real expertise.

I compare this type of situation with what happens in other
professions. If a medical expert discovers that a colleague, a
surgeon, does not possess the basic qualifications for his
work and, as a result, his patients suffer and some of them
die, his duty is not to cover up for a colleague, but to warn
his superiors and the public. If he does not "snitch" on his
colleague, he is aiding and abetting crime. It is true that
incompetence and ignorance in the humanities is not quite as
dangerous as incompetence in medicine, or even dishonesty
in financial dealings. But in principle — and the principle is
still officially upheld in most academic institutions — a man
or a woman is appointed to a post in the humanities on the
assumption that he or she is fully competent in their field of
study. If an academic is not fully competent, conceals it
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from his colleagues and from the committees, and manages
to obtain his post and promotions, he is in breach of contract.
Moreover, by teaching others subjects which he himself does
not properly know, and by supervising research students and
helping them to obtain university posts, he is spreading and
perpetuating ignorance, incompetence and dishonesty at the
highest academic levels. A scholar's duty, when he is faced
with reviewing the work of such an academic, is first and
foremost to the students, the public — and, essentially, to
scholarship.

Ezer Scribonic, Ahuva Schreiber, Mahmud Katib

Scribo ergo sum

This article is to be read together with Shimshona Eliezer's
article — "The Publications Industry” — which appeared in
Katharsis 4. While in Shimshona's article the emphasis is
given to the danger in taking the number of publications as
the sole criterion for positions and promotions in academic
institutions, in our article we focus on the techniques by
which one can enhance the number of his publications using
nothing but formal methods.

We start by stating the difference between scholarship and
scholarly publication. Publications do not create scholarship.
They are only one of its expressions. Thus one may be a
scholar without even one single publication. This statement
is quite obvious, but it should be remembered and repeated
again and again, since today it is the publication, or rather
the number of publications, which create the scholar. This
opens the way before the charlatan to become a scholar by
means of publications alone. While in the good old days
scholarly research required a knowledge of the relevant
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materia and only an acquaintance with the rules of how to
write and submit an article, today things have been reversed.
The "professional articles producer" knows, in the strict
meaning of the word, how to produce an article, and has
only an acquaintance with the relevant materia. This
acquaintance could be taken from secondary literature such
as introductory books, encyclopedias, articles and articles
dealing with other articles and the like. Taking this kind of
information the "professional articles producer”" can make,
easily enough, an academic article. This can be done by
using suffixes such as —ism and —logy, high and elevated
sentences, big theories and the like.

In the second part of our article we have collected a few
rules which we have called 'a guidebook for the
"professional articles producer™. 1) The idea itself is enough
for making the argument. The '"professional articles
producer” does not care whether his new idea suits the facts.
He may use as his "proofs" arguments such as "no one has
said it before" or what we call "negation of the negation",
namely: the fact that the idea is not wholly absurd is enough
to present it as a thesis. 2) One has simply to inflate an idea
he has found somewhere. The means by which this inflation
is made are various and include mainly citations and
hermeneutic theories. In order to evade plagiarism he may
refer to his source with formulae such as "this thesis owes
very much to the insight of Prof. Smith ..." In that way both
scholars are rewarded. The first gets another reference in the
"citation index" and the second has another publication. 3)
The fact that a thesis is challenging is enough for presenting
it as a scholarly thesis. Thus the argument that Spinoza was
a homosexual is very challenging. It even might explain
some difficult passages in his Ethics. Moreover, no one has
said it before! 4) Taking a self-standing article and cutting it
into four articles may be also used by the "professional
articles producer". In these cases the articles will be
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published in different periodicals, and if possible in different
languages (one can use his fund to pay for a translation!). 5)
Whenever there is a debate between two real scholars
presenting opposite ideas, the "professional articles
producer" may present a "moderate version" of this debate.
Sticking to every debate whatsoever a "moderate version"
may double and triple his publications.

One of the referees of this article expressed his fear lest
some of the readers may, indeed, find these rules very useful
to their career. However, it is our hope that presenting this
'guidebook for the "professional articles producer" will be
used as a mirror. Standing in front of a mirror may make
someone pleased with himself, but sometimes it should
make him also change his ways.

Irene Eber

Human Nature — A Perennial Problem in
Chinese Philosophy

Galia Pat-Shamir, A Human Riddle, Human Nature and
Chinese Philosophy, Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv University
Press, 2004, 255 pp., index.

Professor Pat-Shamir's book deals with a subject that
continues to be important in Chinese philosophy to the
present day. As a work of interpretation it is a significant
contribution in the Hebrew language to the subject of
Chinese thought generally and of human nature in particular.

Confucius's (ca. 551-479 BCE) few and terse statements
on the topic were more fully explained by his follower
Mencius (ca. 371-289 BCE), who connected the notion of
the innate goodness of human nature to the human attribute
of compassion. Although also considered as belonging to the
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Confucian school, the philosopher Xunzi (fl. 298-238 BCE)
insisted that goodness was an acquired characteristic due to
the civilizing influence of laws and rules.

Not only Confucians, Daoists too were concerned with the
problem of human nature, but their argument was
significantly different. Rather than discussing a good or bad
human nature, Zhuangzi (ca. 369-286 BCE), for example,
believed that everything that exists has a nature that must be
allowed to express itself freely.

These ideas of the classical period of Chinese philosophy
were given a new and more sophisticated twist in the Song
dynasty (960-1279). Philosophers during this period were
intent on understanding the human order as part of cosmic
existence. Obviously, therefore, if the cosmic order is
considered both good and moral, the individual too must
possess the goodness that allows him to engage in moral
action. The two philosophers most responsible for
developing this idea were Cheng Yi (1022-1107) and Zhu Xi
(1130-1200).

A Human Riddle deals with these as well as with other
men. Nor does the author neglect the impact of Buddhist
schools of thought, which too dealt with the problem of
human nature. Considering its comprehensiveness and its
sound approach, the book is a most welcome addition to a
growing shelf of works on Chinese philosophy in Hebrew.
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Aharon Kantorovich
Science on the Psychoanalyst's Coach

Yehoyakim Stein, The Unconscious in Science and in
Psychoanalysis, Magnes Press, Jerusalem 2005,
182 pp.

Yehoyakim Stein outlines in his book a program for a new
field: the psychoanalysis of science. His contributions in this
direction focus on the unconscious or unintentional activity
of individual scientists and communities of scientists which
leads to scientific creativity. However, the author claims that
the psychoanalysis of science is intended to deal also with
processes which hinder the growth of science — in other
words, how blind spots in science disturbed its development.
But unintentional behavior or serendipity is also a major
source of creativity, whereas the author treats it as a source
of disorder which hinders the progress of science. The
contrast between these two tasks is discussed.

Alex Weingrod

The New Israeli Sociologies: Designing the
New Orthodoxy

This review article considers four recently published
sociological studies of Israeli society. Two of the books (by
Baruch Kimmerling, and by co-authors Gershon Shafir and
Yoav Peled) were published in English; the other two (the
one co-authored by Ephraim Yaar and Ze’ev Shavit, and the
other by Uri Ram) appeared in Hebrew. Taken together,
these books present fresh views and interpretations of
present-day Israeli society, and, in fact, both Kimmerling

IX



and Shamir-Peled claim that in comparison with earlier
studies, their books represent the new critical “second
generation” analysis of trends and developments within
Israeli society.

Each of the four books is briefly reviewed, both with
regard to contents and theory, and comparisons are drawn
between them. Taken together, the studies generally succeed
in developing a keen analysis of the sectorialized,
globalized, market-oriented and militarist trends that have
become increasingly influential. The new Israeli sociologies
are also criticized on several counts. First, several of the
books present a partial and therefore incomplete view;
second, some of the studies revise the pre-state period in
such ways that the major role of the kibbutz and the Labor
movement become blurred; and third, the dominant
influence of the political Right during the past three decades
is not given adequate attention.

Shraga Nero
The Backward Look and the Black Hole

On Shahar Bram, A Backward Look. The Long Poem in
the Writings of Israel Pincas, Harold Schimmel and
Aharon Shabtay, The Hebrew University Magnes Press,
Jerusalem 2005, 200 pp.

A section of this book is based on a PhD thesis presented to
the Hebrew University, and some other parts of it have been
published as articles. Its subject is what is called "the long
poem" (in Hebrew one uses the term "poema", taken from
Russian literary terminology) in the work of three Hebrew
poets, two of whom began publishing in the 1960s and one
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in the 1950s, and all of whom are still active today. Their
work consists of poems of different lengths and genres, and
the long poems are only a small part of their output.

I begin my discussion with some methodological
observations concerning the difference between literary
criticism and literary scholarship and research. The literary
critic analyses the recent work of living authors, helping the
reader to become more sensitive to contemporary literature
and sorting out proper literary works of art from pseudo-
literature. The literary scholar, on the other hand, cannot
deal properly with the works of his contemporaries, since his
basic corpus is small and is still evolving, and since he lacks
historical perspective. 1 also observe that it is somewhat
artificial to select one kind of poetry out of the many poems
of different descriptions published by the same poet, and to
deal with it in the perspective of the history and nature of
this particular poetic genre, without examining it in the
context of the poet's whole output and his immediate
background and influences.

Unfortunately, this is exactly what Bram attempts to do. In
his discussions of each poet, and of each individual work, he
invariably puts them in the wider context of "the long
poem", from Homer and Hesiod to Dante and Whitman,
ignoring their background in the Hebrew literature of their
age and of earlier periods, or the immediate — and
acknowledged — influences on them of English and
American poets like Eliot and Lowell, and in the case of
Pincas, Italian poets like Montale. He is also unaware of the
influence of Talmudic texts and of mediaeval Hebrew poetry
on these poets. Indeed, what concerns him is not even a
proper comparison with Homer, Hesiod or Dante — poets
whom he has hardly read even in translation — but the wide
and often meaningless generalities of the contemporary
jargon of literary theory. When we meet with long lists of
poets who wrote "long poems" — e.g., Homer, Hesiod,
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Virgil, Dante, Wordsworth, Whitman, Pound, Williams,
Olson — one doubts how much of their poetry he has actually
read. He draws his information on the Greek, Latin, French
and Itailian poets, and on Wordsworth, from secondary
literature, and only occasionally refers to their texts (in the
case of non-English poetry, in translation). In one case, he
mentions — in a passage taken from another Hebrew book — a
"long poem" called "Genriada". The reference is clearly to
Voltaire's Henriade, and the author of the book Bram has
used found it somewhere in the Russian pronunciation.

Thus, although he claims that one of his aims is to put "the
long poem" in a historical perspective, his ignorance of
languages and literatures renders him incapable of
performing such a task, or even of being able to read
critically the secondary literature in Hebrew and in English
from which he derives his historical information. One finds
such general statements as that "prose never became a proper
literary vehicle in antiquity", or that Plato and Aristotle use
the term "lyric poetry", or that Homer and Hesiod present a
linear view of time and history.

As a result, the poems which Bram has selected for
analysis are treated in a vacuum, with no reference to the
poets' other works, to their immediate literary milieu in
Israeli and earlier Hebrew poetry, and are dealt with against
the background of vague generalizations about "long poems"
from Homer to Williams, taken at second hand from the
works of other literary theorists. What matters to Bram is
neither the analysis of the poems themselves, nor the proper
history of epic poetry and its cognates in world literature, but
the use of fashionable jargon. The book is full of high-flown
words like  "space", "archetypal", "paradigmatic",
"narrative", "metaphor" — and one could add more and more.
Instead of doing proper literary criticism and sensitizing the
reader to the poems discussed, Bram throws a cloud of
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theoretical smoke between the reader and the poem, as well
as between the reader and himself.

One feature of this book is the free and frequent use of
wild association — usually prefixed by words like "by
necessity" or "as is well-known". When a poet writes about a
sharp knife in our heart, "by necessity” he means the
occupation of Palestinian land, and its poem thus becomes a
leaflet of the peace movement and loses is many
ambiguities. When we have a crow, this must be a reference
to Noah’s crow, who betrays mankind because he knows
that man is also a treacherous animal. The image of an
animal which looks like "an elegant frog" must imply a
prince: after all, every frog has a prince inside is, as is well-
known. This is as far as Bram attempts to produce some
apology for literary criticism.

My conclusion is that this book is neither a work of
literary scholarship nor a piece of literary criticism. It is not
criticism, since, apart from the free associations and the
liberal use of metaphors, metonyms and archetypes whether
they stick or not, there is no attempt to penetrate the poems
and illustrate them against their own literary environment. It
is not scholarship — beside my more general observation that
the work of living poets lacks the perspective necessary for
literary scholarship — because the author is entirely innocent
of the basic tools of literary scholarship: knowledge of
language and of literatures in the original, and knowledge of
the historical background to the various literatures. The
erudition he displays here is almost entirely second-hand,
and mainly taken from works of fashionable literary theory
rather than works of literary history or close analysis. This is
a book which was written with the sole aim of promoting the
academic career of its author. The fact that such a book has
been published by a respected academic press, and that its
author teaches literature in a university, is a sad reflection on
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the general state of the academic study of Hebrew literature
today.

Reuven (Raymond) Scheindlin

On Shulamit Elitzur (ed.), The Liturgical Poetry of
Pinhas ben Jacob ha-Kohen, Magnes Press, Jerusalem
2004

The book under review is a comprehensive work on the
liturgical poetry of Pinhas ben Jacob ha-Kohen (8" century),
one of the most important Hebrew poets of late antiquity.
The book, which fills a great lacuna in Hebrew literary
history, contains, in vocalized form, all the poems
attributable to him, together with a complete critical
apparatus and commentary. The book also includes a major
study of Pinhas’s works, dealing with: the poet’s period, the
attribution of the poems, poetic forms, functions, style,
prosody, language, and themes, and related subjects. The
review raises for discussion the author’s appraisal of Pinhas
as a classical payyetan, suggesting, rather, that some aspects
of Pinhas’s work show post-classical tendencies vis-a-vis the
work of his great predecessors, Yannai and Qallir. This
judgment is not intended to diminish at all the importance of
Pinhas’s contribution or that of this masterful work to the
history of Hebrew letters.
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Gideon Kressel
Hurricanes and Storms in a Glass of Water

Oz Almog, 2004. Farewell to 'Srulik'; Changing Values
Among the Israeli Elite. Haifa University, Zmora
Bittan. 1412 pp.

This book reviews changes of ideational trends observed in
the Israeli elite, the way they are reflected through the
media, including the written press, radio and TV programs,
and in several works of literature. Here journalists and
writers are the main protagonists, who take the lead as
though their voices are the elite's, swaying the nation away
from the shores of 1948. The shift is perceived primarily in
distancing from anything communal, striving towards
privacy and individuality, hence from centralism to
decentralization. Written texts and refreshing anecdotes
subdivided into five 'gates' or ‘'fronts' are wused in
demonstrating this metamorphosis. These 'gates' are
journalism; jurisdiction; psychology; feminism and the
family. Dr. Almog brings to the fore a lot of past material
which is pertinent, interesting, refreshing and telling, but it is
hardly analyzed and is mainly categorized.

Inter-creed, inter-ethnical, inter-gender, inter-generational,
inter-ideological and inter-personal encounters gain
attention; on the other hand, the division of sovereignties,
the distinction of ministries, of parties and movements, of
national and regional authorities, the three instances of law,
socio-economic structures and macro organizations such as
the labor union, the military and the police, subdivisions of
academic institutions and of science communities, of
scientific achievements, the religious establishments, etc., do
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not. As regards qualitative methods, the two-volume book
does not provide numerical data of any sort to justify its
assertions.

Alternative themes for future studies of the above-
mentioned local effects (few examples) are proposed by the
reviewer. These are the powerful concomitances that the
demise of the Soviet Union had; the declining perception of
socialism and of the 'world of tomorrow'; Americanization
of political climates diminishing the weight of platforms in
favor of individual wealth and show-person traits; the
interplay of mega capitalist companies in the local economys;
rising standards of living and the growth of the local
disposable income; growing socio-economic gaps; the
spread of computers and the impact of the internet age;
cheap labor arriving from abroad, thus changing the value of
labor; the ease of emigration of Israelis now striking roots in
a growing number of foreign lands that welcome their
arrival; reshuffling of the two-world blocks into conflict
between radical Islam and Christianity; and recent,
renovated patterns of anti-semitism, including the rising
volume of calls to demolish the Jewish state.

Yoram Erder

Eyal Regev, The Sadducees and their Halakhah —
Religion and Society in the Second Temple Period, Yad
Ben Zvi Press, Jerusalem 2005, 457 pp.

According to Regev one can understand the essence of the
Sadducee movement mainly by studying its halakhah. My
critical article is also devoted to this subject.

Regev believes that since the Boethusians held an halakhic
approach similar to that of the Sadducees, investigating the
halakhah of the Boethusians will also help to decipher the
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Sadducee enigma. Most of the Sadducee halakhah is
preserved in the Rabbinic Oral-Law literature, which was
written and edited by the enemies of the Sadducees, a long
time after the disappearance of the movement. As Regev
does not accept the notion that the Qumran sect was a branch
of the Sadducee movement, the Qumran scrolls cannot serve
him as a source for understanding the Sadducee halakhah.
On the other hand, the halakhic issues raised in the Qumran
scrolls help, according to Regev, to define the halakhic
barriers between the Jewish movements during the second
temple period.

Taking into account the state of our sources, and the lack
of any authentic Sadducee document, Regev agrees that in
many cases, conclusions about the Sadducee halakhah are
not very far from being conjectures.

In the first part of my article I refer to the way Regev treats
the available sources about Sadducee halakhah. In the
second part I refer to the general features Regev has
attributed to the Sadducee movement.
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DY1IWRIY 11907
Remembrance of Former Generations

In this issue, we reprint the review, by David Flusser, of
Hayim H. Cohn's book The Trial and Death of Jesus of
Nazareth. The review was first published in a Hebrew
literary periodical a few months after the publication of
Cohn's book, in 1969. It was reprinted ten years later, in
1979, in a collection of Flusser's Hebrew articles on the
Jewish sources of Christianity.

David Flusser, Vienna 1917 — Jerusalem 2000, was a
scholar of international standing in the study of the New
Testament and early Christianity. He grew up in
Czecholslovakia, emigrated to Israel in 1939, and was most
of his life Professor in the Department of Comparative
Religion at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. A Classical
scholar by training, Flusser always based his research on the
close reading and analysis of texts in the original languages,
be it old Christian texts in Greek and Latin or Talmudic,
Midrashic and Kumran texts in Hebrew and Aramaic. His
unconventional view of the importance of Luke as a source,
as well as his many studies of the Scrolls as background to
Christianity, made his name a household word among New
Testament scholars everywhere. His great edition, with a
long philological and historical introduction, of the
mediaeval Hebrew book of Josippon is a model of a critical
edition of a popular and complex text, and has done much to
teach Hebrew scholars some of the main principles of textual
criticism and history. His review which is republished here
is an example of a thorough and uncompromising
discussion, at the same time giving Cohn, one of the
founders of the Israeli legal system, his full due as a lawyer.
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It can teach the Hebrew reader not only the importance of
studying philology and history as a necessary background to
ancient legal issues, but also something about the ”Synoptic
Problem®, on which there is hardly any literature in Hebrew.
This reprint of Flusser's article is prefaced by an appreciation
of Flusser's scholarly personality written especially for this
issue of Katharsis by his former pupil, Professor Menachem
Kister.
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