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73051 &5 “MIVBATY VIO MWIRA T XN (430—353) DIISHDIAIR P
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We publish here an article about Epstein written especially for
this issue by Mr. Yaakov Z. Mayer, who has also chosen the
articles by Epstein which we reprint in this issue. We also reprint,
from the second, 2000 edition of his Introduction to the Text of the
Mishnah the second, innovative chapter, which became
controversial in later years but is still a classic of its kind. We are

grateful to Yaakov Mayer for his great help with this section.
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D IWRIY 11737
Remembrance of Former Generations

Yaakov Nahum Epstein

1878-1952

Yaakov Nahum Epstein was one of the greatest scholars who
studied the tradition and transmission of the text of the Talmud,
especially on issues related to the restoration and establishment of
the various Talmudic texts. Born in Brest-Litovsk, he studied at
the greatest Lithuanioan yeshivot of the time, and continued his
studies at the universities of Vienna and Bern. Betweem 1922 and
1925 he taught at the Hochschule fiir Wissenschaft des Judentums
in Berlin. In 1925 he joined the Hebrew University of Jerusalem as
one of its first professors, and taught there Talmud and Semitic
linguistics until his retirement. He was the founder of the
Department of Talmud and gave it the philological and critical
direction which has dominated it for generations. He was also the
founding editor of the periodical of Jewish studies Tarbiz.
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were taught here: first and foremost, the reader has got a “full
scan” of the 100 years of the Israeli publishing: who were (and still
are) the main figures, the relationships between publishers and
authors, and publishing considerations that usually are hidden from
the reader’s eye. The second lesson addresses the detailed
information on the process of the formation of a book — a
developing process that begins in the mind of the author and ends
on the reader’s desk, in which the publisher plays a central part,
mostly unknown.

The book is not free of shortcomings, mainly regarding the
unmentioned publishers. Hopefully, these shortcomings will be
addressed in the digital edition, which, as the author promises, will
be open to additions and changes.
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This wide-ranging book, written in Hebrew, comprises about
700 pages. It deals with the publishing phenomenon in a
developing country and with a developing language, since the
Hebrew language became a living language again only in the last
130 years. About one hundred publishing houses are described, but
only ten of them are reviewed at length, while the rest are
mentioned briefly.

This is also the main weakness of the book. Although it purports
to cover the whole of the Israeli publishing industry, some
publishers are absent. This matter is officially explained: Prof.
Neiger mentioned in the opening of his book that he is planning to
focus mainly on publishing houses specializing in literature, while
other publishers will be discussed briefly, if at all. However, from
reading the book, it turns out that when dealing with large
publishing houses the scope is extended to include children’s
books, nonfiction books and even cook books. Publishers whose
main focus is on nonfiction matters, such as training issues, Israel
studies, army and security — are not mentioned at all.

The description of the Israeli publishing phenomenon is mostly
chronological — from the old to the new — although there are some
exceptions. The author addresses several dominant past figures,
from the times when the publisher was a cultural figure, who, in
many cases, did not look for monetary profit. In recent decades,
the publishing arena has become commercial, and it is hard to find
these days publishers of non-commercial books that do not ask the
authors to share the expenses of publishing. Additionally, the
publishing industry faces many problems: the decreasing number
of readers in the age of TV, the internet, Facebook and WhatsApp,
and a strong escalating competition with the digital books.

The curious reader asks, when he/she has finished reading this
book, what he/she has learned from this comprehensive review of
the history of the Israeli publishing. The answer is that two lessons
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the objects. Consequently, I argue that this discussion is still
relevant for understanding the essential differences between the
various streams within contemporary linguistics.

Following this introduction, the paper presents the contents of
the five units in Melnik’s book, and then it presents the
assumptions of her book regarding what science is in general and
what the linguistic inquiries should involve in particular. This
paper introduces the intellectual environment of Melnik’s book,
and it discusses the assumptions it makes regarding the nature of a
linguistic  scientific inquiry, the expected methodology in
linguistics and which empirical facts can validate a theory within
this field.

I conclude this article with thoughts concerning the broader
ramifications of the current discussion to the conversation about
the future of the Humanities in general.

Mordechai Naor

The Present and the Abscent in a Full Scan of
the Israeli Publishing Industry

Motti Neiger, Publishers as Cultural Mediators: The
Cultural History of Hebrew Publishing in Israel (1910-
2010), Jerusalem, 2017

This book by Prof. Motti Neiger is innovative in all respects: no
other comprehensive study on the Israeli publishing system,
qualitative and quantitative, has been conducted until today.
Neiger goes back and begins his research with 1910, when the
Hebrew cultural center was being founded in the land of Israel,

long before the establishment of the state.
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and his patients. She offers no reply to this cri de coeur, except for
calling it — wrongly, I feel — ‘cynical’. Of course she cannot reply
properly, since she would have to admit that the man is right, and
this would make her whole ‘guide to the publisher, not perisher’
somewhat dubious. It might indicate that her whole approach may

give rise to some very serious moral objections.

Elitzur A. Bar-Asher Siegal

Scientificity — Humanities —
demarcation criteria

Melnik Nurit, Language and cognition, Ra’anana:
Open University Press 2015 (207 pages)

This paper introduces Melnik’s book which focuses on the
reciprocal relationship between theoretical linguistics and
cognitive science. Beyond presenting this book, the main goal of
this paper is to promote a less monolithic approach to the
Humanities, or more accurately to the Geisteswissenschaften, the
study of the human mind/spirit. More specifically, this paper
begins with a discussion about the characterization of the
Humanities by answering the following questions: what is
included under this category? What characterizes the disciplines
that fall under this category? What are and what should be the
scientific methods in these areas of knowledge?

Using the German division between Naturwissenschaften and
Geisteswissenschaften, 1 begin with a review of two extreme
approaches (John Stuart Mill’s and Wilhelm Dilthey’s) to the
question of whether the difference in the object of study (nature vs.

mind/spirit) also requires different methodologies in the study of
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‘discourse community’, if you wish) with a new document. What
each of them makes of this document may be a matter of
controversy and may require persuasion, but the article has only
supplied the basic facts, which are independent of the author or of
his ‘discourse community’. The ‘discourse community’ does not
turn them into facts: it merely acknowledges that they are facts in
rerum natura. The second article does have to use some arguments
in support of the proposed stemma codicum, but it is still closely
based on the facts — the readings of the various manuscripts — and
the results, if the author has followed the proper philological
procedures, are firmly based on factual arguments. It is only in the
third case, where the author offers an entirely new interpretation of
a (well-known, I assume for the sake of argument) complex of
historical facts, that there is need for persuasion. Even in such
cases, not every persuasion is ‘rhetorical’ in malam partem, trying
to persuade at any price. One remembers Aristotle’s observation
that rhetoric is not always a means of deception used by underhand
sophists: the philosopher can also use rhetoric to help him
convince his audience of what he believes to be the truth. As long
as he uses rhetoric in the right measure, and as long as he puts the
main weight on philosophical and scientific arguments.

The author is aware of the sad situation of most of the younger
academics these days, with the ever-growing demand for an
increasing number of academic publications at any stage of their
career. Indeed, her book is meant as an aid for academics to
publish more and more articles which will be accepted, first by the
‘publishing community’, and, once published, by the ‘discourse
community’, for the greater glory of their appointment and
promotion. Indeed, very near the beginning of her book she cites
an article by an academic doctor complaining about having to
spend most of his time preparing more and more articles for

publication, to the neglect of his own leisure, his wife and children —
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‘Smith 1999b” or ‘Ferguson and Dominici 2014}’ (names offered
by me, e.g.) — as if anything said by such modern and up-to-date
authors is indisputable. What is more, a careful reading of the
statements included in this passage shows that they do not follow
from each other, and often cannot be made to live in peace with
each other. They constitute a mere doxography, couched in terms
which the perplexed will find all the more perplexing.

The central thesis of this work, based on the rhetorical theories
of Chaim Perelman and Lucie Olbrechts-Tyteca, is that there are
no such things as scientific (or any) facts which are independent of
this or that ‘discourse community’. Something becomes a ‘fact’
once its proposer has managed to persuade a ‘discourse
community’ to accept it into its storehouse of ‘facts’, all of which
have become ‘facts’ in a similar manner. It follows that any and
every academic article is a piece of rhetoric the aim of which is to
persuade the ‘discourse community’ to elevate it to the status of
‘fact’. If we accept these basic assumptions, it follows that every
academic publication is indeed an act of persuasion, and
knowledge of various rhetorical devices (after all, rhetoric was
defined by its ancient Greek founders as “the maker of
persuasion”) will make it easier for the young academic author to
achieve his aims — and his promotion. (Henceforth words like
‘his’, ‘he’ and the like should be taken as referring to both
genders).

I question these basic assumptions. I give the example of three
different articles: an article presenting for the first time the text of
an ancient Greek inscription; an article explaining the relations
between the various manuscripts of an ancient or mediaeval text;
and an article offering a new perspective on the Hundred Years
War. In the first case, the author of the article is not attempting to
persuade his readers of anything at all. He presents those who can
read ancient Greek and have a basic training in epigraphy (his



reviewer feels that the book is excellent in its imaginative
framework and abounds in rhetorical elegance, but finds it weak in
terms of argumentation and selective in terms of evidence.

John Glucker
All is Persuasion

Zohar Livnat, Rhetoric of the Scientific Article,
Language and the Discourse Community. Bar-Ilan
University Press, Ramat-Gan 2010, 241 + VI pages

This book, written by a professor in the Department of Hebrew
and Semitic Languages at Bar-Ilan University, is intended, among
other things, as a “guide for the perplexed” for young scholars
making their first steps in academic writing (back of cover). It
should teach them how to integrate themselves into the academic —
or “scientific”’, as the author would have it — Discourse
Community. (In Hebrew, as in German, all academic fields are
called ‘sciences’). In the course of my review I cite some passages
which are far from being clear, or sometimes even intelligible, to
the uninitiated. Present-day academic jargon used in the social
sciences and in some areas of the humanities permeate the text of
this book, and this is not made easier for the beginner (or for
simple folks like myself) by the recurrent reference to secondary
literature, almost entirely in English/American (and Hebrew under
the spell of English/American) and dating from the last thirty years
or so. (This, I assume, is for the sake of being up-to date, one of
the many sacred cows in our progressive herd). I cite and analyse
one passage, taken out of hundreds of similar ones, in which

almost every statement ends in a reference, in parentheses, to
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Confino’s s book tries to provide, among others, a way to go
beyond functionalism and intentionalism — this has been advocated
by many scholars but how actually to do it proved much more
difficult; to interpret anew the Nazi temporal understanding and
link it to the Holocaust; to decenter racial ideology; and to use the
idea of cultural imagination to link the pre-war and war anti-
Jewish policies.

Confino fails to fulfil his ambitious aims. My critical points are
based on three directions. First, Confino never tries to define key
concepts which conceptualize his work. “Kultur”, “Civilisation”,
“Ideology”, “Fantasy”, Antisemitism are left undefined. Secondly,
Confino bases his arguments mainly on his thesis of New Nazi
Time, a new periodization of the past and the future, but he does
not offer the reader an explanation or analysis of this Nazi
aspiration. Thirdly, and most important, Confino uses the “wrong”
sources. His thesis is based on the regular sources for studying the
Third Reich: Nazi leaders’ speeches, Goebbles’ diary, Victor
Klemperer’s diary, testimony and diaries of victims and survivors
etc., but the real sources for such an ambitious aim should be
found in other places: church, religious and semi-pagan sources
which flourished in the third Reich, SS publications and SS
leaders’ studies where the New European Order was planned and
fantasized, German fictions which were published during the Third
Reich and deal with the future of Germany and Europe. Finally,
the reviewer suggests that Confino should study counterfactual, or
“what if...” studies and books, which might point out to him a
direction of how to write about fantasies.

The lack of appropriate sources leads the book to an unresolved
tension between the deep historical argumentation that insists on
longstanding patterns of belief inscribed in Nazi fantasies and
attitudes toward Jews and the degree to which turning Jews into
the primary enemy happened by stages after 1933. Over all, the
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Oded Heilbronner

A World without Jews: The World Hitler Never
Made

Alon Confino, A World without Jews: The Nazi
Imagination from Persecution to Genocide, From
English Ata Breuer, Yad Vashem in collaboration with
Asia Institute and Ben-Gurion Institute for the Stufy of
Israel and Zionism, Jerusalem 2017, ISBB-965-978-1
03-7434 pp. 382

The main argument in Confino’s A World without Jews is that
Nazi antisemitism was based on fantasy, not on reality. For
Confino, “a key to understanding this world of anti-Semitic
fantasies is no longer to account for what happened — the
administrative process of extermination, the racial ideological
indoctrination by the regime, and the brutalizing war — because we
now have sufficiently good accounts of these historical realities.”
Instead, “a key is to account for what the Nazis thought was
happening, for how they imagined their world. What were the
fantasies created by Nazis during the Third Reich, and the story
that went along with it, that made the persecution and
extermination of the Jews justifiable, conceivable, and
imaginable?” By and large, according to Confino, the Nazi regime
was trying to re-write the origins of German and Western history
and civilization. Here, religion rather than racism, moves from the
margins of the historical argument about Nazism closer to the
center.
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the “Gadol’s” inner personality. These charismatic leaders are,
after all, conceived as charismatic due to a belief that they have a
divine inspiration. Thus they may explore and actually know what
God thinks and wants (the concept of “Da’at Torah”). The haredi
believe that the “Gadol”’s acquaintance with Torah study enables
him to guide politicians, economists and everyone else towards
making the right decisions. There are still many questions to be
explored concerning the figure of the spiritual leader. For instance:
What is the kind of knowledge that one should have in order to be
a “Gadol”? Is it a legal content (Halakha) or a faculty, a
methodical potential for analyzing legal texts? Does the wife of the
“Gadol” have any involvement in the process of his becoming a
leading figure? What is the place of a regional “Gadol” — that is, a
figure that is considered a “Gadol” in the north of Israel only, or in
the south?

Unfortunately all these questions are not answered
systematically. This rich and valuable volume points to the need
for an extensive phenomenological research of the nature of the
“Gadol”.
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This is supposed to make it possible for non-Jewish
scholars to study the history of the Rhineland at the end of
the eleventh century from the Hebrew sources as well. The
problem is that a true scholar is expected to be familiar with
the original language of the subject of his research.
Professor Yahalom even suggests that the first edition of these
texts should have been published purely in Hebrew, and German
translations should have followed in a second volume. One may or
may not agree with this suggestion. But I am very happy to see a
great Hebrew scholar confirm in his own way what we have taken
for granted and fought for over the years: “a true scholar is
expected to be familiar with the original language of the subject of

his research.”

Dov Schwartz
Detailed Research of a General Phenomenon

The Gdoilim: Leaders who Shaped the Israel Haredi
Jewry, Edited by Benjamin Brown & Nissim Leon, The
Magnes Press & Van Leer Press, Jerusalem 2017

This book is undoubtedly a major achievement. It offers a series of
short monographs on outstanding spiritual leaders (“Gdolim”) of
the non-Zionist orthodoxy (‘“haredim”). Each article describes the
life of one of these leaders and analyses his halakhic, social and
philosophical characteristics. As such, this is a handbook that
should serve as a starting point for every future research on this
phenomenon.

However, this extensive book misses one major point, which is

actually at its basis. There is no phenomenological discussion of



utter dependence on, dictionaries, translations, and the like. No
sophistic manipulations will help here.

John Glucker

Corroboration

This article follows my article ‘Who Needs Languages?’,
Katharsis 27, 2017, pp. 7-17 (English summary pp. III-IV), and
Yosef Liebersohn’s article immediately preceding the present one.
Both articles, like a number of articles in previous issues of
Katharsis, present additional arguments for the crucial importance,
in what is called in Hebrew Madaei ha-Ruah (‘Sciences of Mind’ —
from German Geisteswiflenschaften), of reading texts in their
original languages. Most of these articles were written by people
close to Katharsis, and an outsider might regard them as
‘sectarian’.

Now we have an article by a distinguished scholar of mediaeval
Hebrew literature who is not in any way connected with our
periodical, supporting the same view. In the ‘Culture and
Literature’ section of Haaretz, 20.9.2017, Professor Yosef
Yahalom of the Hebrew University reviews a new volume in the
Monumenta Germaniae Historica series: a critical edition of a
number of Hebrew poems, mainly lamentations, written in the
Rhineland during the first crusade, when the ‘pilgrims’ massacred
Jews on their way to save the Holy Land from the infidel
Moslems. The poems are published in the original Hebrew, and
they have a facing German translation. But the critical notes, the
comments and the introduction are all also in German. Professor

Yahalom writes
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English Abstracts

Yosef Z. Liebersohn
Insufficient

This short article calls attention to a sad and dangerous
phenomenon currently becoming common in today’s universities.
This phenomenon I designate by adopting a Jewish Halachic term
“Mode Be’mikzat”, which describes someone who is ashamed to
admit fully that he is unable to pay his debt, or that he is
completely ignorant of something which he should know, and he
chooses instead to offer a weak admission and add some
reservation.

The article focuses on the knowledge of languages, and more
specifically on the question of what it means “to know a
language”. As the knowledge of languages is still being considered
an indispensable requirement in today’s academic institutions, one
would never admit arA®¢ his inability to read, for example, Latin.
Instead, he will say something like “I know Latin to the extent of
being able to identify problems in the text” or “I know enough
Greek (or French, Dutch, etc.) in order to understand the text with
the help of a translation”.

Throughout the article I point to the dangers this kind of
“knowledge” holds, when presented as “knowledge” pure and
simple in CVs, promotion procedures and the like. I conclude my
arguments by confirming that one either knows a language or does
not know it. There is a minimum threshold below which one
cannot speak of knowledge of a language. This minimum is the
ability to read fluently the text without constant recourse to, and
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