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Socrates wasn’t the first philosopher, but his predecessors —
and the shards of their works that remain — followed mostly
religious or poetic traditions.
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We publish here an article on Tur-Sinai by Reuven Merkin, and
two book reviews by Tur-Sinai, as well as his inaugural lecture of
1934 and a more popular article about the uses and abuses of

language studies from 1951.
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DNWRI? 11107
Remembrance of Former Generations

Naftali Hertz Tur-Sinai (Harry Torczyner)

1886-1973

In this issue we commemorate one of the greatest scholars of
Hebrew, Semitic languages, and the Hebrew Scriptures in the
twentieth century, the first holder of the Bialik Chair of Hebrew at
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem (1934-1956), and President of
the Hebrew Language Academy until his death. Harry Torczyner,
as he was known abroad, was born in Lemberg and grew up in
Vienna, where he studied Hebrew and Semitic languages at the
University. After a brief stay in Palestine, he taught for many years
at the University of Vienna and at the Hochschule fiir
Wissenschaft des Judentums in Berlin. From 1934, he taught as
professor of Hebrew in Jerusalem. His publications in Hebrew and
other languages on issues of Hebrew and Semitic languages and
the Hebrew Scriptures made him a world-famous expert in these

areas.
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likely that the strongest researchers will prefer to continue focusing
on research, and in light of the extreme rise in the amount of
research of late, a moderation that affects quantity more than quality
may not in fact be such a bad thing. Moreover, because this will
constitute the shifting to a new track of people who would have
been in the academic system either way, it will not require a
significant infusion of additional resources.

The existence of this new type of academic is important to
promoting the status of teaching in both universities and schools. In
academia such a change would allow a reexamination of the
curriculum, and the construction of new curricula suitable for
bridging the gaps and fitting the academic level to the students’
capabilities. The new academics would have to contend with
questions like: should all students really be required to study in the
same research-oriented programs? Would it not be better to make
changes to the scope and pace of studies for students who are not
interested in pursuing research? How should the disciplinary studies
of teacher trainees be designed? How should teacher trainees’
disciplinary studies be connected to the study of education (since
today these two areas are significantly disconnected)? How can the
quality of education in academic institutions be improved?

It is important that a significant number of these new academics
should go to work in schools. Only an in-depth, up-close knowledge
of schools will allow them to identify the problems and the needs of
the school system, and to properly represent them. Such a
familiarity would make it possible to better fit the curriculum to the
school system on the one hand, and to improve the discourse
between disciplinary experts and educators on the other. Sending
such disciplinary experts into schools would also confer various
other advantages, like increasing the status of the teaching
profession, improving the disciplinary knowledge of teachers, and
increasing the independence of the school system.
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group focus only on what they know, ignoring the issues with
which they are unfamiliar.

Moreover, the two groups are not equal in status. The
disciplinary experts are more dominant, and their discourse is
therefore the one that sets the tone. It is they who define the
agenda and dictate the academic contents that are brought in to the
curriculum, often at levels and concentrations that are
inappropriate.

I claim that this problem is not limited only to the school setting,
but that it exists in undergraduate studies as well. On the one hand,
we repeatedly hear the (justified) complaints of lecturers about the
gap between the low skill levels of the students arriving at the
universities and the standards required for academic study. On the
other hand, no real effort is being made to bridge the gap between
the ideal and the reality. Undergraduate studies are skewed toward
research, so that most students (among them most of the future
teacher population) must contend with the same flawed approach,
which teaches at a level beyond the abilities of the average student.

In this article, I argue that to amend the situation and generate
useful cooperation between these two groups of experts, it is
necessary to foster a third type of expert: disciplinary experts who
work and specialize in teaching and education as well. Experts of
this type do already exist, but they are few and their voices are not
heard. I recommend instituting a new type of academic post, filled
by people who are disciplinary experts, but who devote most of
their time to teaching, and whose tenure and academic status are
determined primarily on the basis of that. Such posts already exist
in various places around the world (though even there they are not
common). Unfortunately, they do not exist in any of our own local
institutions.

I believe that diverting a sufficient percentage of lecturers to this
alternative track will not be harmful to research. In any case it is
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Arye Lev

On the Relationship between Academia and
Education, and between Academics and
Educators

Disciplinary studies play a central role (some might even say too
central) in school curricula. Moreover, many (including the author
of this piece) believe that these disciplinary materials are being
taught improperly. Schools are saddled with curricula that force
students to engage with advanced academic content prematurely,
when many of them have not yet fully mastered basic skills. This
phenomenon has a price: an education system that is dull,
depressing and stressful, which educates for superficial thinking (it
is impossible to think deeply about a complex problem when one
is not yet ready; better to think about a simple problem, but to do it
well), but which generates a false impression, as if the school
environment is a “miniature academia.”

The reasons for this phenomenon are complex, but in my
opinion one of its central factors is the problematic relationship
between the academic system and the school system. This
relationship is marked by a rift. On one side of it stand the
disciplinary experts, who, while undoubtedly experts in their
fields, are usually quite ignorant on the topic of education, and
whose experience of the school system is generally negligible. On
the other side are the teachers and educators, who are experts in
education, but usually far less versed in disciplinary expertise. As
a result, the educational system is being navigated by two groups

of experts who have no common language. The experts in each
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Dov Schwartz
Student to Student

Homo Homini: Essays in Jewish Philosophy Presented
by His Students to Professor Warren Zev Harvey,
Editors: Shmuel Wygoda (chief editor), Ari Ackerman,
Esti Eisenman, Aviram Ravitzky. Magnes Press,
Jerusalem 2016. 418 pp.

Warren Zev Harvey’s Fetschrift focuses on the research of his
students, and at Harvey’s own request it is limited to their
contributions. This is an initiation into their work and an altogether
impressive phenomenon. Harvey has succeeded in creating a new
generation of scholars of medieval Jewish philosophy. Since this is
not a popular field in Israeli universities these days, this is an
encouraging sign. However, the question that should be asked is
whether we have here a new path and new horizons in the study of
medieval Jewish philosophy. I do not think so: but one does find
here building-blocks for a new wall. The four last chapters discuss
issues of 20™ century Jewish thought. In a way the book reflects
Harvey’s own scholastic figure — that of a scholar who has focused
on medieval Jewish philosophy without neglecting later periods.
This festschrift enables us to evaluate the place of this field in
Israeli society, and even makes room for hope.
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everybody until the so-called Socratic schools made their noisy
appearance is fully contradicted even by the evidence of Plato,
Xenophon and Aristophanes, not to mention the ‘minor Socratics’
who, like Plato, wrote their own Socratic dialogues.

On Spinoza, we are told again and again that his philosophy
deals with “the concrete”, “everyday life”, with integrating “the
individuals within a whole”, and with “the interweaving of all
particulars into one scheme”. If in doubt, we are given on the
pages 50-51 a comparison between the Ethics and the great Dutch
painters of Spinoza’s age: “These masterworks, like the Ethics,
provide a vision of the eternal in the everyday” (English, p. 49).
Well, yes: extensio, just like Vermeer’s housemaid, is clearly seen
as “’pouring milk, peering through a window, or staring straight
ahead”.

If this is not enough, let us cite two examples of the book’s
sublime rhetoric.

P. 63 (English, p. 53): The Ethics is an enveloping text. By the
time we finish it, we realize that we had the vision in place long
ago and that the reasoning returned, each time with a different
perspective, to the same field of existence. The reading takes us
progressively from one argument to the next amid the whole,
which exists simultaneously like a geometric proof. With Spinoza
we reach the eternal in and through time, though time itself
changes with the experience. Likewise, we achieve perfection by
meditating life in its concreteness and the life we encounter
changes in this very process.

P. 114 (English, p. 103): The Symposium is, of course, a story
about the love between men, but it is also a story about how
humans shape themselves in the presence of another person’s
desire, how the experience of being desired by another is
internalized and how self-experience is changed in the process. It
is an intellectual biography of sorts.
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“philosophical importance” — who decides that? — whatever the
facts.

Indeed, the book abounds in factoids and contradictions. On p.
10 we are told that most of the texts discussed here were published
posthumously. A simple examination of the dates shows that five
out of seven were published in the authors’ lifetime. On p. 14
(English, p. 2) we are told that “Socrates wasn’t the first
philosopher, but his predecessors — and the shards of their works
that remain — followed mostly religious or poetic traditions”. This
on the Presocratics, who clearly, and often expressly, rose against
the mythological conceptions of the world. On p. 46 (English, p.
36) Spinoza is said to have “refuted the duality of the material and
the spiritual”. And there is a lot more of the same.

Needless to say, the few Greek words cited are full of mistakes
(in the English original as well) and are badly translated (or
explained in the English original). Thus we have on p. 23 é\keyyog,
“the Socratic method of critical examination”. And on pp. 98-99
(English p. 89) “... the Greek askein, which means “to work™ in the
sense of being a practitioner (asketikos, askts [SIC]) “... All this
becomes somewhat clearer when we turn to p. 84 (English, p. 74):
“Nietzsche trained as a classicist and a philologist [italics in the
original], which means “a lover of words”, a profession which has

EED)

disappeared today’”. No need, then, of precise reading and writing
any longer.

On p, 29 (English, p. 18), B. cites the words of Kierkegaard:
“Socrates’ life is like a magnificent pause in the course of history:
we do not hear him at all; a profound stillness prevails — until it is
broken by the noisy attempts of the many schools of followers to
trace their origin in [SIC] this hidden and cryptic source”. This
goes against everything said in the first two chapters, in which
Socrates is a very lively and active presence — even, in

Aristophanes, something of a busybody. This presumed silence of



John Glucker
Ringstraked, Speckled, and Spotted

Roy Brand, LoveKnowledge, The Life of Philosophy
from Socrates to Derrida. 142 pages. Resling, Tel-Aviv
2016

This is a Hebrew translation of a book bearing the same title,
published by Columbia University Press in 2013. I mention in the
course of my review a number of mistranslations and of
unidiomatic and unnecessary Hebrew calques. But most of the
time the Hebrew reflects the English, even where the original
English is obscure, unintelligible, or plainly meaningless.

The philosophers discussed in the various chapters are Socrates
of Apology and Symposium, Spinoza (Ethics), Rousseau (Réveries
d'un promeneur solitaire), Nietzsche (Zur Genealogie der Moral),
Foucault (Histoire de la sexualité), and Derrida (an article in
memory of Emmanuel Levinas, reprinted in his Psyché). In my
review I do not discuss the last two chapters, since I am not at
home in the world of Foucalult and Derrida.

The chapters on the earlier philosophers are jumbles of snippets
of information and ‘information’, gleaned from various sources
(mainly at second- or third-hand), and full of historical
inaccuracies, and of hardly intelligible, often pompously
expressed, generalities. As to accurate information, B. says
expressly on pp. 20-21 (English, p. 9): “What matters here are not
the specific [Heb. transl. “precise”] historical details, but the
philosophical importance of his [Socrates’] life and death as
brought forth in Plato’s text. What does this death signify as an
event in the history of philosophy?” That is, the history of
philosophy consist of things? facts? stories? Which have some
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culture heroes. An actress who is considered the most important of
her generation — Meryl Streep, for example — is not worthy of
being included on this list, in his opinion.

Piron initiated, formulated and implemented a program for
teaching about the Holocaust in kindergarten. The program
aroused sharp and profound criticism. The criticism “hurt me”, he
admits, and he criticizes his critics for not reading the program, for
not understanding its background and for not making an in-depth
examination of it. If they had, they certainly would have agreed
with it. He does not allow for the possibility that the disagreement
on this issue stems from deep and significant dissent.

In his book, Piron implies the following educational rule: If you,
as an educator, are equipped with belief, with spirit and with the
desire to reform the world, your “victory” is ensured, and if not, it
is not. To reinforce this rule, he mentions the Wright brothers as
examples of those who won the race to conquer the skies because
they wanted to reform the world. But the Wright brothers’ story
shows exactly the opposite: They weren’t reformers in the sense
that Piron is talking about, but they succeeded where many others
who did want to reform the world in the way that Piron refers to,
failed.

The article cites two additional examples relating to a much
wider educational discourse, which is, in my view, problematic
and which Piron was part of and even intensified: that teachers
must be teachers around the clock, and that educational innovation
is most important and that it must be visible and primarily different
from everything we have known until now. But teaching and
learning must be treated with the greatest of care. They are fragile;
they are hazy; they are elusive. That is their nature and it is for the
good. One cannot deal with them using the pricking edge of an
exclamation point, but only with the soft curve of a question mark.
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Yaron Vansover

That’s the Way It Is in Education: Many
Question Marks, Few Exclamation Points

Shay Piron, (2015) All is Education: A Journey into the
Inner Core of the Israeli Education System. Yediot
Aharonot: Sifre Hemed, 423 pp.

Shai Piron served as Education Minister for 20 months in 2013-
2014. These were months of tremendous activity, brimming with
educational reforms. In this book, written as an educational
autobiography, Piron takes a look at these months and incidentally
tries to spread out before the reader the main dilemmas currently at
the forefront of educational activity.

The essence of Piron’s educational vision, which is the basis of
all of the programs he put into practice and all of the reforms he
attempted to promote, is love for children. In my opinion, the
perception of love as an educational keystone should have led to
an educational space permeated with question marks, but in
contrast, Piron’s love has led him to a space crowded with
thundering exclamation points. The book is filled with decisive
unequivocal educational utterances, and in my view, that is the
source of its weakness. The article presents this weakness by
pointing to five exclamation points set out by Piron.

Piron complains about the current diminution of the “soul” and
he argues that there is great importance in exposing children to
role models and to culture heroes. “Tell me who your heroes are
and I'll tell you who you are,” he writes. But discussion of this

issue leads him to a very narrow view and to a very limited list of
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Yechiam Weitz
The Spirit of the Generation of the Sons

Shaul Paz, Our Faces toward the Rising Sun —
Members of the Pioneering Youth Movements in Israel:
The Second Generation, 1947-1967. Mosad Bialik,
Jerusalem, and The Ben Gurion Institute for the Study
of Zionism and Israel, Sede Boker, 1916. 954 pages.

The main topic that the book deals with is the crisis of the youth
movements in Israel in the two first decades of the State. In the
past, before the establishment of the State, they constituted the
“spearhead” of the Zionist vision, but during the first period of
Israel’s existence there was a sharp process of collapse in their
power and influnce.
The essay deals with the central reasons of this collapse:
1. The divisions within the Kibbutz movement, and particularly
the split in Ha-Kibbutz Ha-Me’uchad (1951-1953).
The dismantling of the Palmach’s Staff (November 1948)
3. The process of mass desertion of the Kibbutzim.
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Daniel Sperber

On: Imaginative interpretation: Religion and
Art in the contex of Jewish Culture, edd. Ruth
Cohen Pinchover, Galit Hazan-Rokem,
Yerahmiel Cohen and Ilana Pardes, Machon
Scholion, Jerusalem 2016

This volume is a collection of essays resulting out of a conference
that took place in Jerusalem around the subject of “imaginative
interpretation” — ha-dimyon ha-parshani. It touches upon such
diverse subjects as ancient rabbinic Midrash and contemporary
Midrash, Zoharic literature seen from a post-Jungian perspective,
Ariel da-Costa and Spinoza at the end of the 17 cent., and even
studies of Kafka and Agnon. They are all deeply penetrating,
though by no means easy reading.

What interested this reviewer was Prof. Galit Hazan-Rokem’s
fascinating study on Sirens in rabbinic sources from philological,
folkloristic and iconographic aspects. The rabbinic sources are
philologically complex, having doubts as to their textual accuracy.

In yet another contribution by Irena Czernski, on “Florence as
the New Rome...”, we find portrayals of Florence as in the center
of the world. This can be profitably compared with the well-known
motif of Jerusalem as the center of the world.

As indicated above this is a veritable potpourri of very different
subjects, clustered under the generic theme of dimyon parshani.
But each and every one of them is a valuable, and sometimes eye-
opening presentation.



years of full Classical studies. The result was that I never saw most
of them again, and some of them, as I later discovered, managed to
complete a higher degree on a Greek or Latin author from
translations only, often under the supervision of a professor whose
command of those languages was, well, far from satisfactory.

Stories about professors who actually told their students that
they need not worry about learning any language other than
English, “since everything worth reading is now available in
English”, have been circulating for some time. When one protested
to some young university teachers for publishing articles about,
say, Plato with no Classical knowledge whatsoever, they sought
refuge in the concept of “the Academic community”, each member
of which should help the others in areas which were unknown to
them. Thus, “I work on Plato as a philosopher, and whenever I
need to check the Greek I can ask my Classical colleagues.” It
never occurred to such people that what they read was not Plato,
but rather Jowett or Lamb; and that in order to know that there
may be some problem connected to the original Greek it might,
just about, be advisable to read the text in Greek.

I go into the issue of people claiming to do proper research on
ancient texts only in translation, and provide examples of Hebrew
and Greek concepts which cannot be understood and studied
without their background in the original languages and
civilizations. Studying texts in the languages and against the
background in which they were written was one of the major
achievements of the humanities since the Italian Renaissance, and
I point to the dangers of the present retreat into the new Middle
Ages.
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English Abstracts

John Glucker
Who Needs Languages

This article reviews, analyses and criticizes the phenomenon of
“retreat from languages” in the academic study of the humanities
in Israel.

When the Department of General History at the Hebrew
University — the first University in (then Mandatory) Palestine —
was founded in the 1930s, its founders, European educated
Professors Richard Koebner, Yitzhak Fritz Baer and Victor
Tscherikover, made it compulsory for every student who came to
the Department without Latin from school to study beginners’
Latin for two years at least. The reason was that most basic
documents in the history of Western Europe and America, from
Roman times to the nineteenth century, were written in Latin; and
it was obvious to those founders that a scholar has to read his basic
texts in the original languages. Some other departments also
required the study of languages, at least at the MA or PhD stage:
Greek or Latin for Biblical studies and Classical archaeology, or
Aramaic for Jewish history of the Talmudic period.

The erosion began in the 1980s, when the Department of History
at the Hebrew University abolished the requirement for two years
of Latin. As is not unusual in such matters, other universities
followed suit. The requirement to learn some languages for higher
degrees still persists in some places, but its existence is being
threatened day by day. When I was teaching ancient philosophy in
an Israeli university, I refused to supervise students who were not
prepared to study, not just basic Greek and Latin, but at least some
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