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I owe this quotation to a charming essay on “Nonsense” by
A.C. Baier in the Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, edited by
Paul Edwards (New York: Macmillan, 1967)
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Perhaps the earliest attacks on Plato’s central theory of
Ideas or Forms came from the Sophist, Antiphon. The
Platonic Forms are, of course, the personification of
universal concepts, as distinct from the particular objects
that embody them.
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Greek philosophy first flourished in the cities of Asia

Minor, founded by lonian Greeks, as was Athens itself.
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Ancient Cyrene (Hebrew 1969; English 1978) is still fundamental
for the study of this Jewish revolt.

After the war he returned to Oxford, and in 1951 he obtained his
D.Phil., for a dissertation concerned with Roman Britain. He
returned to Israel in 1955, as research fellow in archaeology in the
Hebrew University, and in the 1950s and 1960s conducted a
number of excavations at Timna and Beit-Shean (Scythopolis).
During this period, he also joined the voluntary organization for
fighting against public corruption Shurat Ha-Mitnadvim, together
with Elyakim Heaetzni, Shlomo Simonsohn and Yeshayahu
Leibowitz. He was one of the members of this group sued for
defamation by Police Commissioner Amos Ben-Gurion (son of
David Ben-Gurion). They were found guilty, but were made to pay
‘contemptible damages'.

In 1965 he joined Tel-Aviv University and founded, together
with Professor Mordechai Gichon, the Classical Archaeology
section in the Department of Classics. He taught in that
Department, as well as in the Department of Jewish History and
the School of History, until his retirement in 1980 as a full
professor. Beside the book on Cyrene, he also published two books
in English: Prolegomena to the Study of the Second Jewish Revolt,
and collected essays on Jewish history in Eretz-Israel and the
Diaspora in Helleniustic-Roman times. He also published in
Hebrew a collection of essays on Eretz-Israel under Roman rule.
He was the author if dozens of articles, mostly in Hebrew but some
in English, in the various fields of his specialization.

We reprint here, with the permission of his son and daughter and
of the various editors, four of his Hebrew articles: a review of the
first volume of Corpus Papyrorum lusaicarum; a general
assessment of Israeli archaeology and its motives and aims in the
first years of the new State; and two articles published in a series
of Studies in the History of the Jewish people and of Eretz Israel.
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Remembrance of Former Generations

Shimon Applebaum, 1911-2008

In this issue we commemorate one of Israel's leading
archaeologists in the second half of the twentieth century, Shimon
Applebaum.

Eric Simon Applebaum (as was his original name, before his
aliyah) was born in Liverpool and educated in a public school in
Reading, where he studied, among other things, Latin and Greek.
He learned his Hebrew at home and in the Zionist youth movement
Habonim. Between 1928 and 1939 he studied Classics ("Mods and
Greats™) in Oxford, and then continued his studies in Classical
archaeology, specializing in Roman Britain. He took part in some
excavations conducted by the great philosopher and historian
Robin George Collingwood. He continued his studies of Roman
Britain during his many years in Israel, and was regarded as an
authority in this field.

In 1939, Applebaum emigrated to Mandatory Palestine, and
joined Kibbutz Kfar Blum, founded largely by members of
Habonim. Soon afterwards he joined the British army in Egypt and
fought in a number of battles, including EI Alamein. When the
British army conquered Cyrenaica, Sergeant Applebaum was put
in charge of ancient Cyrene, with full permission to excavate and
publish the results. He unearthed massive evidence of the part
played by the Jews of Cyrene in the Diaspora Revolt of 115-117
CE. His book, based on these discoveries, Jews and Greeks in
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Linguistics". Another way would have been to have added separate
linguistic notes and bibliographical lists at the end of each chapter.
The author, one of the most senior and experienced Hebrew
linguists of our day, has the wherewithal to do all these things.
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Indeed, one might take issue with the title 77877 79,7 21777,
meaning a grammar based on what we speak and hear, because it
creates the illusion that the main task of the teacher of (classical!)
Hebrew grammar is to explain the grammatical structures that the
student already knows. Analyzing and explaining already known
grammatical structures, however, is not enough. Of no less
importance are the learning and absorption of pronunciation and
inflection rules that no longer function in the natural language of
contemporary Hebrew speakers.

One might, and even should, challenge the theoretical forms,
which the author takes as the base forms of attested words. He has
determined that the biblical pausal forms are always identical to
the theoretical forms. This incorrect assumption leads him, for
example, to declare that the basic form of the verb 72U is 79V, in
the same way he takes the qames in segholate nouns such as nJ»
as the theoretical vowel.

The book's most prominent weaknesses relate to what is omitted.
Only randomly and superficially does the book touch on general
matters of phonology and morphology. Thus anyone who seeks a
general, detailed and comprehensive introduction, such as the one
the author promises, will not find it. It should be noted that,
surprisingly, the book does not contain even a single
bibliographical reference. Moreover, the partial and superficial
attempts to deal with general matters of linguistics do a great
disservice to the original goal of the book as a tool for mastering
punctuation.

In short, the book in its new form would benefit from changes.
The author could have improved the first edition without
attempting to add to its slender foundation a comprehensive
linguistic introduction to Hebrew phonology and morphology. One
way to do this would have been to publish separately a linguistic
introduction, "A Hebrew Grammar in Light of Modern
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our discussion to include junior high and high school mathematics
as well. Moreover, we are convinced that people in other fields,
from the natural sciences to the humanities, will find that many of
the issues discussed here are relevant to them as well — at all levels
of instruction. We therefore elected to write the paper in a manner
that is accessible to readers unfamiliar with mathematics, and to
use a large number of examples to illustrate our points.

Moshe Florentin

On Uzzi Ornan, Digdug ha-pe v-ha-?ozn. Hebrew
Grammar for Hebrew Speakers, Magnes Press, 2016,
242 pp.

Digduq ha-pe v-ha-?ozn (so transcribed by the author; 1571 2173
T1IRM) by Uzzi Ornan is a new edition of 77IR7 Y 71973 PI7PT
Tm5nY, an introductory grammar book for students, which was
based on the lessons given by the author to his friends during their
stay in the British detention camp in eastern Africa in 1947.

The former edition was a basic and modest textbook whose main
goal, like that of other books from that period, was to teach
punctuation skills (712°1) to pupils during the first decades of the
new state of Israel. The new edition, however, while remaining
faithful to the original objective, aspires to be, as its author
declares, "A detailed and comprehensive introduction to Hebrew
phonology and morphology". Unfortunately, this double aim has
not been achieved by the author.
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that more knowledge on the part of teachers improves their
students’ achievements. It is important to avoid confusion on this
point: If the goal of teaching is to give students a mastery and
understanding of the material, and to imbue them with the desire to
understand and invest further in their studies, then it is crucial that
their teachers have in-depth knowledge. On the other hand, if the
assessment of student achievement is based on tests that mostly
measure their ability to apply procedures (rather than the added
value of the learning process, which is difficult for tests to
measure), this would offer quite a different picture of what
teaching and teachers must be.

Unfortunately, an examination of the sources of the problem
leads us to the conclusion that amending and improving the
situation is no simple matter. When the importance of in-depth
knowledge is not acknowledged by the educational system and by
the teachers themselves, when teachers are directed toward the
subject of mathematics without sufficient reference to their own
mathematical skill and ability. When most of the experts in this
discipline (mathematics lecturers) are not involved (and not
interested in becoming involved) in the act of education in
practice, and when the school curriculum is overloaded and more
focused on calculating than on thinking, it is difficult to see how
any real changes can be brought about.

We conclude that even the integration of worthy books like
Kupferman’s into the teacher education system is not simple, and
will necessitate a great deal of caution. This, however, by no
means detracts from the importance of Kupferman’s book.
Changes to our heavy, overburdened system can, we feel, only be
made in small steps and over time. We have no doubt that, in this
careful approach, Kupferman’s book can play a valuable role.

In our opinion the problems addressed in this paper are not
unique to elementary school mathematics. We therefore expanded
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explain a single topic in multiple ways. They must be able to
identify shared principles in multiple subjects, select good
examples, quickly and accurately identify students’ mistakes and —
most important in my opinion — they must have an awareness of
the power and the beauty embedded in the material that they teach.
These varied and important abilities do not magically come into
being, and one way to acquire them is through dedicated
literature."”

Despite these compelling facts, the author was surprised to find
that “there is hardly any mathematics literature in Hebrew that can
help teachers deepen their knowledge of basic mathematics, and
introduce them to a new, deeper and broader perspective of the
subject matter that they teach."

It appears that the problem is not just a lack of appropriate
textbooks, and that it recurs throughout all the systems for training
mathematics teachers. At all levels, from elementary school to
matriculation, insufficient emphasis is placed on an in-depth
understanding of the material itself — an oversight that impacts on
how the subject is taught and results in superficial teaching that
focuses mainly on the application of various procedures. (By
"procedure” here we mean a sort of "recipe” or a series of
instructions which, if followed, leads one to the solution of a
problem. In our schools, those who use procedures are usually not
required to understand the logic behind them.)

We therefore saw fit to devote the bulk of our paper to
discussing this problem. After reviewing the book and discussing
its contents, we go on to address the importance of deepening
teachers’ knowledge of the material they teach. We provide
examples of how in-depth knowledge of the material can be
important even in the current state of affairs, where instruction is
focused mainly on the application of procedures. We also argue
against the opinion that there is no unequivocal evidence proving
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Romina Zigdon. Arye Lev

On Teaching Mathematics in Elementary
School and on Teaching in General

Thoughts and discussion of Raz Kupferman’s book,
Elementary School Mathematics — Rediscovering,
Understanding, Teaching and Loving, Part 2, Magnes
Press, 2015, 245 p.

Contrary to popular opinion, primary school mathematics is not
just a collection of procedures for performing calculations.
Beneath this "basic math" lie ideas of great depth and beauty,
which are not adequately represented in the guides for teachers
that are being used today. Raz Kupferman’s book, Elementary
School Mathematics, seeks to fill this gap.

The author describes his reasons for writing the book in his
introduction:

"l decided to write the book because | believe it is necessary.
Most adults have mastered elementary school mathematics to the
extent required of school graduates, but this level is not sufficient
for passing that knowledge on to others. Many studies have shown
that quality teaching requires teachers to have knowledge at a
significantly greater level of depth than that required of their
students. In addition to extensive knowledge, teachers must also
have the ability to gauge the relative importance of information, to
engage in critical thinking and self-assessment, and to freely
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sinning twice against philosophy, but Stone’s attempt to save the
Athenians from sinning even once seems to have backfired.

Stone and Bouzaglo share a desire to appear to the unwashed
masses well-versed in Classical literature and proficient in all
manner of tongues. Stone had read the fragments of Heraclitus
even before learning Greek for one semester at college, and
returned to his linguistic studies after retiring from journalism;
Bouzaglo seems to read texts for the first time as he translates
them. Stone presents his Greek translations as those of the Loeb
series; Bouzaglo claims to translate directly from the Greek when
there are no Hebrew translations available, but patently translates
from the English of the Loeb. At least when it comes to Stone’s
English, we can confidently assert that Bouzaglo has broken with
past practice, especially with regard to Plato’s dialogues, and has
translated directly from his source.

Stone uses a hard-hitting journalistic manner which appears to
aim at exposing the truth. In fact, he pounces on statements taken
out of context which tend to support his preconceived notion that
Socrates hated free speech and democracy. He ignores the literary
genre of his sources, especially Plato’s dialogues, Aristophanes’
comedies, and Xenophon’s apologetics. There is much negative
material in all these which should not be, but is, taken at face
value; at the same time, Stone is careful to explain away all
apparent evidence suggesting that Socrates was an obedient citizen
of democratic Athens. Bouzaglo and his editor, Yehuda Meltzer,
have seen fit not to correct any of the more glaring errors and
misconceptions, to put it mildly. Readers are apparently expected
to consume this repackaged stew of half-baked ideas at their own
risk, and without warning of the consequences.
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Ivor Ludlam
Sinning Twice against Philosophy

Review of Shimon Bouzaglo’s Hebrew translation of
L.F. Stone’s The Trial of Socrates, Aliath Gag, 2016,
360pp.

Isidor Feinstein Stone made a name for himself as an independent
journalist. When he retired in 1971 due to illness, he devoted
himself to researching the history of freedom of expression. This
led him back to the Classical Athenians who, in his eyes, were its
model practitioners. That they Kkilled Socrates was therefore
something of a conundrum, and one that Stone solved to his own
satisfaction by assuming that Socrates must have given them
reason for killing him; and given that they loved freedom of
expression above everything, Socrates must have been the greatest
opponent of that right. As Stone and his translator, Shimon
Bouzaglo, demonstrate, this right is not justified by two wrongs:
Stone’s book The Trial of Socrates (1988) is a travesty of
scholarship but an excellent example of freedom of expression in
the hands of a journalist; Shimon Bouzaglo’s Hebrew translation
adds even more freedom of expression in its new approach to basic
English and editorial work. The result is an extended character
assassination of Socrates which is bound to do a disservice to
Hebrew readers who may until now have been sympathetic to
Greek philosophy. Aristotle may have saved the Athenians from



Dov Schwartz

Changing Identity: Religious Authority and Its
Relation to Disobedience in Religious Zionism

Review of Obedience and Civil Disobedience in
Religious Zionism From Gush Emunim to the Price Tag
Attacks by Moshe Hellinger and Isaac Hershkowitz,
Israel Institute of Democracy, Jerusalem 2015.

This study appears to cover Religious Zionism's response to the
challenge of evacuating settlements and of the disengagement
program in particular. Most of it consists in describing and
analysing rabbinical books and articles. Although the book
performs this function quite satisfactorily, it does not ask the basic
question — that is, whether the rabbinical discourse really reflects
the religious Zionist camp's opinions and patterns of reaction. The
book does not discuss seriously either the bourgeois background of
most religious Zionists or the texts or articles published by
religious Zionist politicians and figures like the leaders of Benei
Akiva or of the religious kibbutzim. The authority of rabbis in
religious Zionism is far from absolute, and one cannot therefore
assess the behaviour of religious Zionism as a whole by confining
oneself only to Rabbinic views and rulings.

This conclusion is intensified by considering the social and
cultural changes in the religious Zionist camp during the last thirty
years. The authors are aware of this but do not take it into account
in practice.



her critics of hidden motives and even ‘bloodshed’. All these
features still do not exhaust the features of Elior’s writing.

Naomi Kasher

Tami Yaguri, Solving the Riddle of Meaning, Carmel
Publishing House, Jerusalem, 2016, 285pp.

The book here under review has a very attractive beginning. It
promises to solve the famous problem of the meaning of life, to
provide us with a criterion for a life which is meaningful, worth
living and even dying for. Readers are bound to be quite
disappointed when they finish reading the book.

The author is determined to shun scientific and other discussions
that ‘do not say anything about anything’. Her discussion is meant
to be different.

Actually, the discussion of the meaning of life offered by the
book is quite similar to those discussions that have "little to say
about anything".

Surprisingly, it turns out that the author is engaged in a project
of finding the meaning of life in the context of a certain person
who takes his life to be meaningful, for some good reasons, or else
is not at all interested in such pursuits of meaning. Thus, the book
aims at informing a person who is already in America, knows it, or
is not interested in it at all, about how to discover America.

The book suffers from many additional philosophical problems.
It does not advance philosophical, psychological or even naive
understanding of the problem of the meaning of life and the variety
of its purported solutions.
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article: 1) it is not necessary to read the primary sources — so
according to Elior — even when one draws from them dramatic
conclusions; 2) reading Greek and Latin is not essential for writing
on the Essenes, and research of the Books of Enoch and Jubilees
does not require knowledge of Ge‘ez; 3) it is fully legitimate to do
research and reach reliable historical conclusions in Jewish Studies
according to the internal material alone, ignoring the external
evidence; 4) there is no reason not to publish academic studies on
ancient Jewish history and literature without a ‘philological
approach’ (so Elior).

The third chapter lists and exemplifies in detail a good number
of malpractices and shortcomings that characterize Elior’s writing
in her book Memory and Oblivion and in her response article: lack
of knowledge of philological methods and terms; deficient skills in
reading the Hebrew and Aramaic texts of Qumran; ignorance of
the Classical languages and the Classical inheritance as well as the
absence of real acquaintance with the Talmudic literature and its
research; drawing conclusions according to poor Hebrew
translations from translations; turning scholars’ views and
comments on their heads, or quoting them without their
conclusions which refute her opinion; mixing periods and topics
that are irrelevant to the subject and to its chronological
framework; refraining from any response to the critical reviews of
Elior’s works by distinguished scholars (including on her baseless
views on the Jewish calendar and the comparisons she made
between the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Hekhalot literature); claims
that mislead the reader with regard to the debated issue and to the
primary sources; false evidence founded on data detached from the
historical background, parallels, and characteristics of the sources;
disregard (or ignorance) of scholars’ comments on the sources and
on major issues when they contradict her theories; and finally
blaming other scholars for her own mistakes (sic), and accusing
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Scrolls and Ancient Jewish Studies by and large. The main point in
Elior’s response article was that she had never denied the existence
of the Essenes, nor even doubted it.

The first chapter of the present article introduces some dozens of
quotations from Elior’s book, scholarly articles, popular articles,
newspapers and television interviews and public lectures restating
at length, in blunt or in a ‘softened’ academic way, that the
Essenes never existed and were the invention of Josephus (or
Philo). The quotations were taken from Elior’s book Memory and
Oblivion: The Secret of the Dead Sea Scrolls (Jerusalem-Tel-Aviv
2009; in Hebrew), and even from her response in Tarbiz (sic);
from an academic article in Cahiers du Judaisme (29 [2010], pp.
100-101); from a popular article in the Israeli daily Haaretz
(13.1.2010); a response of Elior to the late Prof. Geza Vermes, of
Oxford University (PaleoJudaica.com; 2.05.2013); two public
lectures at the Hebrew University (30.08.2008 and 8.3.2009
recorded on the internet); interviews in Haaretz, Time, Times of
London, ABC News, Die Welt and the Daily Princetonian, as well
as in the First Channel of the Israeli State Television on prime time
(5.2.2009). Most impressive was her interview in Haaretz
(13.5.2009): ‘Sixty years of research have been wasted trying to
find the Essenes in the Scrolls, but they did not exist. They were
invented by Jospehus. It is a history of errors which is simply
nonsense ... Josephus, inspired by the descriptions of life in the
Greek city of Sparta invented the Essenes. This is a distortion of
history. It’s like saying that the State of Israel was not established
by Mapai, but by the Greens’. The authenticity of this interview
was unequivocally confirmed by Elior herself in her response to
Prof. Vermes mentioned above, and by the Haaretz correspondant,
Dr. Ofri llany (who is also an excellent young scholar).

The second chapter of the present article refers to four of Elior’s
explicit and implied methodological statements in her response
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incidents are noted. First come the corrections based on textual
witnesses, from which one extrapolates to redress the texts by
conjecture. The following are listed: homoeoteleuton, duplication
due to homoeoteleuton (R. Weiss, L. Gottlieb), haplography
(Luzzatto), dittography (Graetz, Wellhausen), scribal metathesis
(Tur Sinai), exchange of kaph and mem (Luzzatto), ashgara
(Cassuto), theological corrections (Seeligmann), midrashic
elaboration (Geiger, and relying on Ginsberg), identification of
formulae (Tur Sinai, Rofé), idiomatic speech (Wellhausen),
parallelismus membrorum (Tur Sinai, Rofé, Yellin, Goldziher).
The ultimate responsibility for textual emendation lies with the
interpreter of the text who struggles to make sense of it.
Conjectural emendation is one of his tools, not the first one, but
not the last either!

Bezalel Bar-Kochva

Further Comments on the Denial of the
Existence of the Essenes and on Methodology
of Jewish Studies

This article is responding to a response article by Rachel Elior
(Tarbiz 80 [2012] pp. 309-324) to my article, ‘The Essenoi: A
Fiction or Historical Reality’, Tarbiz 80 (2012), pp. 275-308.

My first article had refuted one by one the arguments of Elior for
the non-existence of the Essenes, and pointed out a good humber
of desiderata and shortcomings in her methodology and scholarly
qualifications for carrying out academic work on the Dead Sea



will | blot out the traces of these errors, as if | was ashamed
of the common lot of authorship, but let them remain, and
subjoin to each a correcting note. This will, | think, be the
surest pledge of the innocence of my intentions, if any of
my mistakes should chance to wear a suspicious
appearance. With respect to a public confession of errors, |
should think it a duty, and not a merit, if | did not see how
reluctantly and ungracefully most men submit to it. My
example therefore may conduce to the instruction of
younger or more bashful authors, whom the dread of a
recantation, natural in the outset of a literary career, might
tempt to dangerous and dishonest concealments. | should
rejoice to be able to add, that my example may conduce to
the instruction of posterity, if | were not too well acquainted
with the weakness both of my own and my adversaries [sic]
abilities, to nourish so groundless a hope. Mr. Travis and |
may address our letters to posterity; but they will never be
delivered according to the direction.

Alexander Rofé
Conjectural Emendations to the Masoretic Text

Conjectural emendation has been applied to the Masoretic Text in
past generations. Recently this practice has been neglected or
totally rejected. But these conjectures are legitimate when one
finds in a kindred text an analogy to the supposed corruption or
correction. In the wake of former research, the following textual



English Abstracts

John Glucker
Confessing your Mistakes in Public

In this article | refer the reader to the example of one of the
greatest English Classical scholars, Richard Porson (1759-1808).
Towards the end of his book Letters to Mr. Archdeacon Travis...,'
Porson offers a list of mistakes made in a previous form of this
book, but he also adds some remarks concerning the public
admission and correction of errors. | copy here, with the omission
of the list itself, those remarks of Porson in his own words. (In the
Hebrew article | provide my own translation):
For my own part, having professed in the following letters
to retract any mistakes upon conviction, | hereby present
the reader with a list of additions and corrections, which |
have intermixed with the typographical faults.
{A list of about two pages follows}.

If | discover any fresh mistakes, | shall be happy to have an
early opportunity of correcting them. | should be extremely
obliged to the candour and curiosity of the public, if they
would give me this opportunity by calling for a second
edition. On that joyful occasion, | engage to amend all
errors detected in this book, either by myself or others. Nor

1 Letters to Mr. Archdeacon Travis, in Answer to his Defence of the Three
Heavenly Witnesses, | John V. 7. By R. Porson. London, Egert, MDCCXC
{1790}, pp. XXXI-XXXV.
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