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media. Therefore the chances of a violent reactions have become
negligible. Thus one can say that the book supplies us with an
important but partial view of its subject.
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Dov Schwartz
On a Riddle and its Solution

Anat Roth, Not at any Cost: From Gush Emunim to
Amona: The Story behind the Struggle over the Land of
Israel. Tel-Aviv, 2014.

This book presents the reader with the question, why was there not
a violent opposition to the disengagement plan from Gaza? How
come that the religious Zionist camp has survived this traumatic
event? While analyzing the concept of fundamentalism, the book's
answer is rooted deeply in the theological sphere: the concept of
statehood (mamlakhtiyyut) prevented a violent response. The
theology of Rabbi Zvi Tau and his disciple Rabbi Shemuel Tal
sanctifies the state of Israel and the unity of the nation. This
approach is combined with the Messianic interpretation of history,
and its result is responsible behavior. While this is a reasonable
explanation, the book ignores the other causes for the nonviolent
response on the side of the settlers as well as of the whole religious
Zionist camp. There are also sociological causes. The religious
Zionist sector has experienced essential changes in the last twenty-
five years. Religiosity has become more open to new experiences;
religious feminism is now present more than ever; religious
Zionists have taken positions in areas that had been closed to them
before (high ranks in the army, the media etc.). While in the case
of past evacuations (Yamit and Sinai) religious Zionists stood
against the army and the media, now religious Zionists are
themselves present in the army and the
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results are the focus of this essay. I chose some of the pictures and
arranged them side by side, filling the gaps by using parts of other
pictures, sprinkling cement, sand and water, and interweaving
generalizations on what is more and less important in the
educational system.

The most important thing in the educational system is the
matriculation exam or, to be more precise, the number of those
entitled to obtain the matriculation certificate. This is the axis
around which the system turns. But emerging from the crafted
photographs, what came into focus is the revelation that the
educational system is surprisingly not engaged with all its force in
addressing this issue, but leaves it to the teachers to deal with it,
without providing the appropriate support. For example, it does not
seriously take on the challenge of assisting teachers to maintain
silence in the classroom, a silence which they all expect to
improve their teaching and help the children learn for their exams.
The commitment of the system to the matriculation exams also
exacts a high price: it reduces learning to superficial levels, avoids
addressing serious and profound issues like racism, and inhibits
the flourishing of creativity and imagination... And finally, but not
incidentally, this commitment brings school heads to rid
themselves of, or avoid admitting, those students who may reduce
the statistics of those entitled to matriculation certificates. This is

really troubling.



minimize it. She didn't consider seriously the research of esoteric
writing in the middle ages and Gersonides' place within this
tradition of writing. Klein-Braslavy's book serves well the
scholastic philosophy experts. It could enlighten us much more

had an open-minded view.

Yaron Vansover

The Educational System is not Concerned with its
Teachers, nor, Surprisingly, with its Pupils: So, Where
do its Interests lie?

Idan Yaron and Yoram Harpaz (2015), Snapshots from
the Life of a Secondary School, Tel-Aviv: Sifriat
Hapoalim. 238 pp., 78 NIS.

Idan Yaron "descended" on a school with an ‘observation diary’ in
order to find out "what is actually going on there", "to capture"
pictures from school life. He left three years later with eight
notebooks consisting of 200 packed-full pages, which resulted in
the book before us, a collection of "verbal pictures" that have
frozen and recorded slices of school life, mirror images of a reality
drawn from personal and immediate impressions. The book
unfolds these pictures before the reader without any attempt to
draw generalizations out of them. The author leaves the crafting of

generalizations to the reader. I took this task upon myself, and the
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implicitly or explicitly. Completely. Second, the book suffers from
an arrogant Hebrew style, as shown by several sentences taken
from the book which set out to demonstrate why and how Judaic
Studies are heading the academic Olympus, while ignoring the
laity who are not familiar with Foucault's analysis or are unaware
of the meaning of ‘paradiscursive’. Third, the review discusses the
date of the Heikhalot literature (4™-5™ centuries). Fourth, a
discussion concerning Sefer Yetsira explains to the reader why he
is not advised to introduce his own ideas into a text under

discussion.

Dov Schwartz
Intersection of Torah Commentary and Philosophy

Sara Klein-Braslavy, Gersonides' Interpretation of
the Stories of the Creation of Man and the Garden of
Eden, Magnes Press, Jerusalem, 2015.

Klein-Braslavy's new book on Gersonides' philosophy is an
excellent study. It analysis Gersonides' commentary on certain
biblical units (the opening chapters of Genesis). However
Gersonides is studied here mostly in the background of his writing,
while it should be viewed against the light of his predecessors.
Also Klein-Braslavy discussed Gersonides' esoteric style, trying to
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Meir Bar-Ilan
Letters by which Heaven and Earth were Created

Tzahi Weiss, Letters by which Heaven and Earth
were Created: The Origins and Meanings of the
Perceptions of Alphabetic Letters as Independent Units
in Jewish Sources of Late Antiquity, Jerusalem: Bialik
Institute, 2015, 262 pp. (Hebrew).

Weiss’ dissertation has ripened into a highly erudite book that
deals with the esoteric understanding of the role of the letters when
the Creator made the world out of them. This is a historical study
of philosophical and mystical knowledge analysed with the help of
several disciplines interwoven into a learned treatise.

In this book we meet with many sources and with the
contributions of various scholars, from Sefer Yetsira, Memar
Marqa (in Samaritan Aramaic), Talmud (plus midrash and modern
philology), Heikhalot literature, Plato, Zosimus of Panopolis,
Plotinus, Pachomius, and many others, who are introduced into the
discussion with the help of modern thinkers such as J. Lacan, P.
Ricoeur, C. S. Peirce, J. Derrida, U. Eco, G. Scholem, M. Idel, and
many others. Hebrew letters and fonts as well as Greek letters are
used in the body of the work, while Metatron is called to testify
concerning the names that are engraved on the Throne of Glory.

Though one cannot deny Weiss' contribution and intellectual
achievement, there are some flaws that must be taken into account
in evaluating this study. First, my review points out that Gematria
is false evidence, and although it is true that traditionally it has
been considered to be valid, except by Iamblichus and ibn Ezra,
the modern scholar must abstain from using it or supporting it
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incurable disease. “Gegen die Contamination is kein Karut
gewachsen”, wrote Paul Maas as late as 1927.

Things began to change around the turn of the century. Joseph
Bédier, having attempted a few times to produce a kosher
‘Lachmannian’ stemma in his various editions of Jean Renart’s Lai
de ’ombre, decided in his 1938 edition to abandon ‘Lachmann’s
method’ in despair and to publish the text of one ‘best manuscript’.
In his 1926 edition of Lucan, A. E. Housman realized that some of
the most important MSS were what people then called
‘contaminated’, and compared the transmission of Lucan to the
delta of the Nile. This did not prevent him from using ratio et res
ipsa in reconstructing the text: a procedures which a German critic
branded as ganz unmethodisch — since it did not follow the
method. One scholar who realized, in theory as well as in practice,
that not every transmission had to resemble that of Lucretius was
Giorgio Pasquali, who, in his great Storia della tradizione e critica
del testo of 1934 made the crucial distinction between an ‘open
transmission’ (such as Lucan’s, Virgil’s or Ovid’s Metamprphses)
and a ‘closed transmission’ (Lucretius, Catullus).

I have used this story to show how, in some sections of the
Humanities, the procedure which we know from other disciplines
of trial and error, refutation and refashioning, are also practised.
But I also refer the reader to Housman’s article “The Application
of Thought in Textual Criticism’ of 1922, reprinted in Vol. III of
his Classical Papers, edited by Diggle sand Goodyear, where the
great textual critic and editor emphasizes the need to have brains
and a sense of language and style and to use them at every stage.
Even research in one of the areas of the humanities which most
resembles other sciences is not based on the purely mechanical
obedience to rules. But is it in the natural sciences?
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well explained in Paul Maas’ Textkritik of 1927, translated into
English as Textual Criticism in 1958).

In his book De Emendatione Lucretii of 1847, Jacob Bernays
employed this new approach to sorting out the MSS of a text to
establish that the text of Lucretius depended, in the last resource,
on three main MSS to which he gave the sigla (initial letters) O, Q
and L. Since L, the ancestor of the more modern MSS, mostly
copied in Renaissance Italy, was more remote from the original
than O and Q, he concluded that these two Leiden MSS should be
the main basis of any reconstruction of the text of Lucretius, other
MSS stepping in only where they are obviously faulty or defective.

This was followed in 1850 by the great edition of Lucretius, with
a long introduction and a detailed commentary, by Karl Lachmann,
Professor of Latin in Berlin. Lachmann’s edition, one of the
classics of modern scholarship, advertised Bernays’ reconstruction
of the MS tradition of Lucretius: but it also did, inadvertently,
something else. Although Lachmann (who had published in 1842 a
critical edition of the Greek New Testament) was well aware that
his (and Bernays’) stemma codicum (genealogy of the MSS) of
Lucretius applied only to this particular text, most scholars soon
turned this particular stemma into “Lachmann’s Method”, and took
it for granted that in the case of any Classical or mediaeval author,
whatever the number of the MSS and the relations between their
readings, one always had to end up with the familiae of MSS, each
of them copied wholly out of one older MS, leading to a
reconstructed Archetype. When more popular texts, which were
more widely read throughout the Middle Ages and have been
preserved in a far larger number of MSS, did not seem to conform
to this imaginary but absolutely binding “Lachmann’s Method”,
one used coercion and squeezed it into a ‘proper’ scheme. Where
this or that MS seemed to be copied out of more than one
predecessor, this was called ‘contamination’ and treated like an
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Humanities only an instrument, or an instrument’s instrument? Or
is it in some way similar to research in the other disciplines?

To answer this question I have chosen, rather than discuss such
issues in the abstract and in general terms, to offer the reader a
bird’s-eye view of the development of research in one set of
problems in one field of the Humanities, the textual criticism of
ancient texts. I have chosen as my example the text of the Latin
didactic poem De Rerum Natura (“On the Nature of Things”) by
the first-century BCE Roman poet and philosopher Titus Lucretius
Carus, commonly known as Lucretius.

What is special about the text of Lucretius is that the study of its
manuscript tradition by two of the leading Classical scholars in
nineteenth-century Germany led many of their followers to assume
that there is one, and only one, method of reconstructing a text
from manuscripts (hence MSS), and that whenever the manuscript
(hence MS) transmission of this or that text seems to be
recalcitrant, one simply has to force it into the mould of this sacred
method. It took scholarship a good seventy years or so to realize
that the idea of this all-embracing method was an illusion.

Until the beginning of the nineteenth century, most editors of
ancient texts took their MSS as ‘equal contenders’ and opted in
each case for the MS reading which appealed to their sense of
language and style, whatever the place of that MS in the
transmission. Immanuel Becker, famous for his edition of the
whole of Aristotle, was one of the first to realize that all MSS were
not born equal, and he selected, wherever possible, the reading of
the oldest MS, or one of the oldest ones. It was only in the next
generation that scholars discovered the procedure called recensio:
a comparison of the readings of all manuscripts with the aim of
dividing them into families, and establishing priorities within the
families and between the families themselves. (This procedure is

v



English Abstracts

John Glucker

The Humanities as Scientific Pursuits

In some recent issues of the ‘programmatic’ section of this
periodical I have dealt a few times with various types of argument
proffered by deans, rectors and heads of departments in an attempt
to safeguard the existence of the Humanities in our present-day
universities. Most of these excuses — for this is what they seem to
be — attempt to justify the Humanities as ancillae of what the
author seems to regard as higher things — as preparing students
through training in critical and creative thinking for the real
business of life: commerce, industry, finance, communications,
high tech. and the like. Another ‘justification’ for the Humanities
has recently been offered by Professor Yoav Rinon: the humanities
are (or should be) essentially included in literature. Literature,
according to a theory advanced by Rinon, can, ‘if given the proper
direction’, make us better understand the world and ourselves and
behave morally. In two articles in issue 23 of this periodical, Mr.
Shraga Nero and myself point to some of the absurdities inherent
in this approach. Here it should be sufficient to show that this
‘justification’, like the previous ones, also makes the Humanities a
mere instrument for achieving something external to themselves:
you do not read literature for its own sake, or for some qualities
inherent in it, but for the sake of improving your Weltanschauung
or your behaviour. And even if this were the case, why do research

in subjects such as literature and history? Is research in the
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