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We are grateful to Professor Rofé and to Seeligmann's daughter
Judith for preparing this article for republication and making
some small but necessary corrections;

4. Seeligmann's last article, on Psalm 47, first published in Tarbiz
1981, and since republished in Hebrew and in an English
translation.
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he prepared and wrote his last articles with the help of his
daughters and some of his former pupils.

Selignann's forte was his ability to combine his extensive Jewish
and Classical education, his knowledge of Hebrew and other
Semitic languages and his familiarity with the ancient world in all
its aspects into a 'total' interpretation of Biblical texts. He treated
his texts as evidence for the life and culture of the various periods
in which each of them was written. This was already evident in his
dissertation, in which he used the Septuagint Isaiah to reconstruct
the cultural and spiritual world of the translators and their
community. One of his favourite subjects was the semantics of
Biblical laws and commandments, and he could use in this pursuit
not only his knowledge of the Biblical and post-Biblical Jewish
sources, but also his familiarity with various Greek systems of law.
Another favourite subject was the historiographical parts of the
Bible. Wherever his interpretation led him, he always kept close to
the texts. Unlike many previous Jewish Biblical scholars, he
shunned any attempt at apologetics and defence of Judaism and its
texts. He was a strictly observant Jew, but he never allowed his
religious beliefs to stand between him and the scholarly
interpretation of his texts. He believed that there cannot be any
contradiction between the Jewish faith and the proper pursuit of
knowledge.

In the Hebrew section we include:

1. A brief biography of Seeligmann, written at our request by his
former pupil Professor Yair Zackowitch;

2. An article on "Isac Leo Seeligmann, Teacher and Scholar",
published soon after Seligmann's death by his former student
Professor Alexande Rofé;

3. Seeligmann's review of Kurt Elliger's book on the Habbakuk
Scroll, published in Kiryat Sefer 1955 and never republished.
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Remembrance of Former Generations

Isac Leo Seeligmann, 1907-1982

In this issue we commemorate one of the leading Biblical scholars
in twentieth-century Israel, a scholar of international standing and
a devoted teacher, Isac Leo Seeligmann.

Seeligmann was born in Amsterdam in 1907, son of the historian
and bibliographer Sigmund Seeligmann. He studied in the
Rabbinical Seminary in Amsterdam and was ordained in 1931. At
the same time, he studied the Classics at the University of Leiden.
The Second World War interrupted his life and his studies. He was
sent, with his family, to Teresienstadt, where they spent the rest of
the war years. Before the war, from 1930, he taught at the Jewish
School and at the Rabbinic Seminary in Amsterdam. On his return
from the concentration camp he completed his studies in Leiden,
with a dissertation on the Septuagint translation of Isaiah (1948).
He was offered professorships in Holland, but as a Zionist he
emigrated with his family to Israel in 1950. From that year until
his retirement in 1977 he taught in the Department of Biblical
Studies of the Hebrew University, where he soon became full
professor, and was for a while head of the Department. He was a
dedicated teacher, who knew personally every student and his
abilities and interests, and many of the next generation of Israeli
Biblical scholars were his pupils. He was elected member of the
Royal Dutch Academy and of the American Society of Biblical
Literature. In the years after his retirement he lost his eyesight, and
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forgotten in the Western welfare states, re-appeared, but now, in
sharp contrast to their hegemonic position in the 19™ century and
the first half of the 20" Century, as losers and not winners.

In the summer of 2011, young Israelis, many of them from
middle class families, went out to the streets and protested against
the anti-middle class policy of the Israeli government. These
events, together with the Hebrew translation of Marion Kaplan's
groundbreaking research from 1991 The Making of the
Jewish Middle Class: Women, Family, and Identity in Imperial
Germany, which portrays the social history of Jewish families in
Imperial Germany, are the triggers and causes of this Review
Article.

The article studies first the meaning, origins and development of
historical notions such as “Class”, “Middle-Class” and
“Bourgeoisie”. Secondly, we will discuss the reason behind the
late publication of the book. Thirdly, we will examine this study
by comparing its concepts and heroes (Jewish middle class, middle
class women, Bourgeois Jewish families) to their surrounding
neighbors in Imperial Germany.

The main emphasis of this review article is on the difficulties in
using those analytical terms (class, Middle Class) within Jewish
Society, and offering some explanations to those obstacles.
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which can support the perception of the “generic ghetto”, but
which cannot explain the contradiction between the objectives.

There is a built-in failure in the question, since if we try to
derive the objectives of using primary historical source in history
teaching from their use in this Matriculation Examination, we will
immediately understand that this is impossible. There is a gaping
abyss between the stated objectives in the curriculum regarding the
use of primary sources, and the way they are used in this test. The
stated objectives focus on fostering critical thinking in the student.
This type of thinking can under no circumstances develop while
dealing with this Matriculation Exam. The opposite is true.

Oded Heilbronner

Concerning the Origins of Western Concepts
“Middle Class” and “Bourgeoisie’:

On Marion Kaplan, The Making of the Jewish Middle
Class: Women, Family, and Identity in Imperial
Germany, (Studies in Jewish History), Oxford
University Press, 1991, pp. 351 (Hebrew translation
2012)

In the last decade, the social groups “Middle Class” and
“Bourgeoisie” have returned to front stage of the Western and
Israeli public sphere. Those concepts and social classes, long
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different. The real results were unexpected and are likely to
surprise us. These realities are always complex; they threaten and
often potentially preclude a realization of the objectives. But this
assumption does not seem to be valid in the case of the history
learned in school. Here, we are told, there is a direct link between
objectives and their realization. Here, historical reality is not
complex; it is a two-dimensional reality. The authors of this
Matriculation Examination apparently were not present in the class
when the saying “man proposes, God disposes”, was studied.

The answer offered by the authors of the examination to this
question is strange, since it contains an internal contradiction. This
“correct answer” to the question about the objectives of the
establishment of the ghetto as they are expressed in the passage, an
answer which will grant the students full points, is “exploiting the
Jewish work-force for the German’s war aims” and “indirect
annihilation by starvation of ghetto inhabitants”. But it
immediately becomes clear that these are conflicting aims: you
cannot starve Jews and annihilate the ghetto while taking
advantage of them as a work-force.

The issue of ghetto establishment is multifaceted, and is the
subject of profound disputes among scholars. This school history
course has chosen to ignore this complexity and to create the
concept of a generalized ghetto — “a generic ghetto” with generic
objectives for its establishment. And contradictory ones. To this
end, it has also recruited the primary source appearing in the
question. The source has been edited to blur the concrete traces of
the Kovno Ghetto, the actual ghetto of the passage. Instead of
“Kovno Ghetto” the passage in the test is labeled “the ghetto”; in
place of “Lithuanians” the passage refers to “the locals”, and the
year 1942 has simply been eliminated. So the student receives a
historical source lacking a context of time and place, a source

Xl



priorities and allow a significant number of the discipline experts
to devote most of their time to education, I do not expect a
significant change in the educational field.

Yaron Vansover

Thin, Really Thin, Like the Sheet of Paper Used for a
Grocery List: Two-Dimensional History in the
Classroom

The first question in the History Matriculation Examination in the
summer of 2012 was a “primary source question”. The question
presented the students with a section of a primary source
describing the living conditions in one of the ghettoes, and the
students were asked to explain the Nazi’s objectives for
establishing the ghetto as these were expressed in the source
passage. This paper argues that the question:

a. was puzzling;

b. was given a strange answer;

c. had a built-in failure.

The question was puzzling because in general one assumes that
it is impossible to derive the objectives of the Germans in the
establishment of the ghetto from a description of the ghetto
realities of life. As a rule, we take it for granted that the realities
under which objectives were meant to be realized in the ghetto,
and those which were realized in general, were always very



bother to bridge the gap in thinking skills and instead, it simply
"adapts itself” to thinking-deficient students, thus allowing them
"to survive" (indeed, it is "inconceivable" that a very high
percentage of students will fail — the system is not willing to
accept such a situation). Therefore we are witnessing the existence
of a cycle of poor training: inadequate training at schools leads to
poor learning achievements in higher education, which then leads
to the situation where many teachers lack appropriate thinking
skills. This in its turn leads to poor training of school students and
thus the students entering higher education lack proper thinking
skills, and back again.

Breaking this cycle of poor training can be made only within the
higher education system, which is supposed to provide proper
thinking skills to the student population — which should in turn
provide school teachers with adequate skills. In order to achieve
this goal, an active involvement of the academic discipline experts
at all levels of the educational system is needed: in higher
education itself, in the training of teachers, in developing school
curricula and in school teaching. | have no doubt that such experts,
after specializing in the field of education, are those who can guide
the appropriate way of thinking in the disciplines, and they are
those who can warn against rushing forward to higher-order
thinking before the foundations have been laid. Therefore we
should strongly encourage the direct involvement of the discipline
experts at all levels of the education system.

Unfortunately, there is an obstacle that prevents large scale
involvement of discipline experts in the educational process. The
academic system is biased towards research, the promotion and
tenure of lecturers being highly dependent on research. You cannot
“dance in two weddings at the same time”: those whose main
occupation is research cannot devote most of their time to teaching
and education. As long as the academic system will not change its



should be spent in acquiring these skills. Actually, the difficulty in
acquiring these "simple" skills has been recognized since ancient
times. A significant portion of the present article is dedicated to
establishing the importance of clear thinking and to discussing the
difficulties in its acquisition.

Despite what has been said in the previous paragraph, it seems
that the objective of clear thinking is missed out by the existing
educational system. Instead of concentrating on providing the
basics, there is a premature tendency to implement "higher-order
thinking". Thus we observe school students dealing with complex
topics while lacking the basic tools for coping with these topics.
An extensive discussion of this issue of "building the upper floors
before the foundations are laid" is offered in the article, and some
ideas for improvement are suggested.

The results of this neglect of basics are heavily observed in the
first year of academic studies. Again and again we encounter
lecturers complaining about the poor ability of many students to
understand the meaning of concepts, their lacking skills in
expressing ideas clearly, and their poor ability in understanding a
simple text. These series of complaints usually end with a nod
towards the low level of teaching at school.

However, in using school as a punching bag we misinterpret the
problem, the roots of which lie (in my opinion), beyond the school
educational system. The main source of the problem consists in the
lack of awareness of the fact that skills of clear thinking are
difficult to acquire, and a long period of practice is essential for
obtaining a reasonable measure of capability in these skills. Thus,
the academic system is not able to cope with the problem properly
since it is presumed that the students should acquire the skills at
school. Therefore we are witnessing a large number of students
who enter the academic system while still lacking the required
thinking skills. At the same time, the academic system does not
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Arieh Lev

On education, thinking, higher-order thinking
and clear thinking

Reflections and Discussion following Anat Zohar, It's
Not all About Test Scores: Reviving Pedagogical
Discourse, Sifriat Poalim, 2013.

Many educators try to cope with the problem of inadequate
teaching methods used in schools, based on memorization and on
the adoption of patterned ways of thinking. Many ideas have been
suggested for improving this situation. One such idea is the
concept of higher-order thinking, which has gained a high status
among educators and has been implemented on different levels in
the education system. As a result of the adoption of this concept,
as well as the adoption of other ideas targeted for similar purposes,
we see how school students cope with complex problems that
require a high level of thinking.

A central argument of the present article is that the basis for any
useful way of thinking is familiarity with the basic skills of "clear
thinking™, a concept which is exhibited and discussed throughout
the paper. These skills include the ability to properly understand
the meaning of concepts and simple arguments, as well as the
ability to formulate arguments and definitions in proper settings.
Indeed, it is most unlikely that we can handle any effective way of
thinking as long as the concepts discussed are poorly understood,
or as long as our ability to understand and formulate arguments is
lacking.

Furthermore, | argue in the article that the skills for clear
thinking are not easy to acquire, and that a lot of time and effort

VI



the social milieu which had a proclivity to discuss such subjects —
who doesn't? Indeed, the whole social milieu described here was
soon to vanish entirely due to conversion and inter-marriage —
subjects well-authenticated by the studies of Steven Lowenstein
and Deborah Hertz — but Dr. Naimark-Goldberg appears to be
convinced that these developments have no bearing upon the
heroines of her book, devoted as it is to describing the literary
preferences, ambitions and achievements of some of them in
considerable detail. The fact that the most important single literary
subject in the generation between Werther (1774) and Lucinde
(1799) was Love and Sex has somehow managed to escape her
notice.

Another subject ignored here is the fact that many, if not most,
of her heroines were avid German patriots, particularly during the
German Wars of Liberation (1813-1815). Rahel, for instance, not
only did significant volunteer work for the wounded, and did much
to establish Goethe's position as the greatest German poet, but she
was also a pronounced admirer of J. G. Fichte, subjects which
Hannah Arendt ignored in her much-praised but still-to-be-
translated biography. Last but not least, nothing is said, for
instance, about what the authors discovered by her, Ms. Esther
Gad and Ms. Sarah Meyer, had to say about being Jewish.

Jewish women may have found their own voice, as the author
claims in the Hebrew title, but did they indeed have so little to
say?
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Henry Wassermann

"Their Voices were heard" — but did they
indeed have so little to say?

On Natalie Naimark-Goldberg, Enlightened Jewish
Women in Berlin, Jerusalem 2014

Dr. Naimark-Goldberg has offered us a well-written description of
an often-described phenomenon, the first, in fact, in Hebrew: the
emergence, in the last decade of the 18" century and the first of the
19", of literary-cultural salons taking place in the residences of
Jewish women such as Rachel Levin/VVarnhagen von Ense (1771-
1833), Henriette Herz (1764-1847), Dorothea Mendelssohn/
Veit/Schlegel (1764-1839), to name only the best-known ones.

The originality of the book lies in its claim to offer a more
intimate, gender-oriented approach, by putting more emphasis
upon informal encounters, such as those taking place in spas and
resorts (like Marienbad), as well as upon other forms of informal
association and hospitality (say, over a cup of coffee and a piece of
cake at home), whereas the literary-cultural salons were more
formal.

This sounds fine, but is methodologically flawed due to the fact
that, whereas the author is well aware that the printed editions of
the correspondences of her heroines have undergone moralistic
censorship, she has made no attempt at reading correspondences in
their original, replete in archives in Weimar, Berlin and Cracow.

Much more serious, particularly in a study purporting to
represent state-of-the-art gender studies, is an unconscious
prudery, best confirmed by the almost total absence of subjects
such as flirting and courting, in short, of Love and Sex, and this in



Yet, as suggested in the volume's subtitle — Introduction to the
History of Early Christianity — there is an additional topic Figueras
strives to address. This topic, mentioned in passing in the opening
paragraph too, is the historical question of early Christianity's
developing out of its initial Jewish — and broader — settings. The
review surveys all the chapters of the book, showing that the
attempt to address both the main tenets of developed Christian
outlook and the fine script of the above development, accompanied
by the intimate conversation with the backdrop matrix, especially
the Jewish one, is a very tough feat to accomplish. It is argued that
the success of the book in its first objective often comes at the
price of neglecting the second one. Thus, one observes a clear
priority given to the emphasis on Christianity's difference from its
initial Jewish matrix and/or on the internal logic of its identity-
defining aspects over the complex process of negotiation of
identity. An inclination for reading later Christian ideas into texts
representing much earlier, pristine, phases of Jesus followers'
outlook also stands out as a characteristic tendency of Figueras'
book. All these strategies allow Figueras to discern already in
earliest Christianity the "structure™ and the "worldview" he wishes
to inform his readers about. However clearly tailored to serve the
first of the two book's main objectives, these strategies in many
cases prevent the reader from appreciating the initial — pristine —
stages of Christian belief, as well as the dynamics of its
development vis-a-vis contemporaneous Jewish tendencies.

Highlighting the problematic points in Figueras' approach, the
review essay attempts pointing to possible localized solutions; its
author, however, does not have a solution to offer for the general
inherent tension between the worldview-centered approach and the
historical, developmental one.



English Abstracts

Serge Ruzer

Should We Inquire about the Bride's Past?

On Pau Figueras, The Spirit and the Bride: Introduction
to the History of Early Christianity (Jerusalem:
Academon, 2013).

This essay reviews a recent enlarged version of Pau Figueras
volume's first Hebrew edition (2007), to which a whole new
chapter (Chapter Three: "Historical Developments") has been
added. The appearance of the new edition was clearly a response
to an existing demand, and the book thus constitutes a welcome
addition to a slowly but steadily increasing number of publications
in Israel, and in Hebrew, dealing with the history of Christianity
and that of the Christian religious outlook. Acknowledging the
importance of Figueras' contribution, the present review focuses on
what it views as an inherent problem of the two-pronged objective
The Spirit and the Bride aspires to achieve. One of the objectives
is explicitly spelled out in the volume's opening paragraph,
emphasizing the importance — for the Israeli public — of acquiring
a proper understanding of the Christian worldview in its fully
developed form already in place in medieval Europe, since it
constitutes a foundational element of the civilization we share even
today. This objective informs the structure of the book, with most
of the chapters dealing with various basic aspects of the developed
Christian outlook: eschatology and messianism, Christian religious
cult, monasticism, Christian art, etc.
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