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"This book is dedicated to Hannah Cotton, my teacher, my
mentor, and most of all my friend, whose constant and
indefatigable support enabled me to safely cross that sea of
troubles, 'the tenure track'."
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"Contemporary critical discourse, while rich and fertile on
the subject of ancient tragedy, is surprisingly taciturn on the
topic of the tragic as a distinct field of research. The meager
extant theoretical discourse has its own conceptua
problems. To quote Halliwell once more:
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Conceptions of tragedy that base themselves on a theory of
"the tragic" (das Tragische or die Tragik) are associated
especialy with a line of thought that derives from German
idealism and romanticism, a line that connects, in this
respect, Schelling, Hegel, Schopenhauer, and Nietzsche, to
name but the most prominent figures in this tradition. [...]
One commonly drawn corollary of the Germanic cast of
interest in the tragic is the claim that while ancient Greece
created the first and most concentrated tradition of dramatic
tragedy, it lacked anything that can be classified as an
explicit notion of the tragic. {Reference to Stephen
Halliwell, The Aesthetics of Mimesis: Ancient Texts and
Modern Problems, Princeton and Oxford, Princeton
University Press, 2002, pp. 98-99}.

The absence of the notion of the tragic is a strangely
persistent lacuna in critical discourse on tragic drama in
ancient Greece. Thisis the space engaged by this book. [...]

| define the tragic as a worldview reflecting the precarious
position of the human being in a world determined by two
factors, time and the divine, over which he or she has
almost no influence. Since time and the divine affect lives
separately and in tandem, the tragic can be realized either
through the effects of time, by means of divine intervention,
or as a result of both. The model | propose for
conceptualizing the artistic realization of this worldview
consists of a pattern of events relating characters behavior
to these two factors, separately and in combination, and a
view of characterization that sheds light on the tragic
human condition. | also contend that this model generally
has a didactic aspect that links the precariousness of the
human with a humane prspective.
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The basic dudity of this model of the tragic refers to a
movement on the axis of line between two poles of
contrasting states of luck, good and ill. The tragic is a
reflection of this movement regardless of its points of
departure or termination. In other words, whether the
movement opens with good luck and ends in ill luck or
proceeds in the opposite direction, from ill luck to good
luck, is irrelevant to this model. Both movements are
equally tragic. { note 10, referring to Terry Eagleton's Sweet
Violence, 82}. In fact, as we shall seeg, it is exactly the
indifference to the direction of the movement that is an
essential element of the notion of the tragic.
| derive the above axis of luck from Aristotle's Poetics
(1451212-15), a treatise whose insights and formulations are
indispenable to my theoretical framework."
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One such passage is Aristotl€'s perception of the Odyssey as
no less a paradigm of tragedy than the Iliad, suggesting a
dual model of the tragic. While the Odyssey is perceived as
a representation of the comic rather than a depiction of the
tragic in contemporary scholarly literature, {note 29 here
cites Richard Rutherford, BICS 38, 1991-93, 38, 41;
Kullmann, HSCP 89, 1985, 2; Taplin, and others},
Aristotle's statement asserts that both the Iliad and the
Odyssey are paradigms of tragedy. {note 30: Thus Stephen
Halliwell, undoubtedly one of the most perceptive readers
of the Poetics, finds such treatment of the Odyssey
"remarkable” (Aristotle's Poetics, 263-64). What is more,
athough he does note that Aristotle is consistent in
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regarding this epic as a tragedy, Halliwell anticipates future
assessments of his own commentary in defining the
Odyssey as 'quasi-tragedy’ (264 note 18).} He {Aristotle. J.
G.} claims that the poet of these epics "was the first to mark
out the paradigm (schema) of comedy by putting into
dramatic form not the invective but the ridiculous: for the
Margites is analogous to comedy just as the Iliad and the
Odyssey are analogous to tragedy."
What should be understood in this context is the self-
evident way in which Aristotle presents the lliad and the
Odyssey as on par with reference to their tragic nature. If
Aristotle had deemed his perception of the Odyssey as a
tragic epic innovative or novel, he would have emphasized
and reiterated it. This is what he does, for example, in his
numerous references to the notion and definition of mythos.
The fact that he explicitly mentions the tragic aspects of
both epics only once, and even then in a parenthesis to his
theory of the development of genres, attests to a shared
cultural perception. Apparently the audience in the fourth
century B.C. agreed, and so should we despite the current
contrary communis opinio.
Y 1702 XD 0*1KX1 0"2T7W '|:>5 2% ow X7IpP7 OXR V777 "X
077 AROYTIRT D3 ORPORT QAW I NP IMRI 79710 .(crescendo)
0°2977 07,71 °R2T TIAKXR IAR 777107 v (paradigms) 0’113
925 X277 YuPAI ,7IAWLY (analogous) 7@ Apn” IR 7DD
NPORM NIPXI DY YW — DIND XY — 7IaRI07 1yav” by 921
YAV~ INIR DR 72072 IR 23 FIXIY IR WOIRW (131 .A9KRA
7 — AXYDITIRG YW 03 — 7T 7IARIV YW 717 Ynw 2R
JVOMIR YW PRIREIN YWY 1°2217 h¥T 7732
NPNINB0R NIMIXT NINNDNAA 11770 Sy Janon2 77 5 ,JIARD
IP°Y .D°0IWD 1D DR 0°1277 IR AP0 RIDA bW y2I7 792
P SW 0Py 0310 1WA XIT AT PIDI WOMIR YW 1T
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Philosophical criticism, | claimed, brings together several

strands of thought — the antirationlism of Hamann and its
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romantic and existentialist offshoots; the neoromanticism of
Diamond, Novitz, Falck, and Nussbaum; the new rhetoric
of Perelman, Burke, and Booth. All of these have
challenged maor conceptual distinctions (form/content,
emotive/cognitive, suasion/justification) that underlie the
separation of 'philosophy’ from ‘rhetoric' that has been a
part of philosophical theory and practice since Ramus.
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"But in what sense can an appeal to infantile, precritical
aspects of the self be legitimate as part of philosophical
discourse? Contemporary ethics is always addressed to the
adult. This assumption has hardly been questioned (Kant
even made this overcoming of the child the defining
element of the Enlightenment). But there has been a subtle
attempt, by a mind that cannot be ignored, to show that
even this is not sacred in philosophy. Plato's Phaedo
involves an explicit request by Cebes, the most critical of
Socrates listeners in that dialogue, that Socrates speak as a
"charmer" of the child that is in them (77e, 116b). The
critical recipient of philosophical meaning asks to be
addressed as a child. Plato thereby demands his readers to
consider holding less than the value of maturity as part of
philosophica communication. Plato is not simply
advocating receding from critical thinking but doing thisin
connection with the issue under discussion: dying and
afterlife — that is, a subject involving an essential agnostic
dimension. It is when one wants to avoid the temptation to
have no views regarding matters in which certainty is
impossible, that there awakens a need, a rationa need, to
summon the submerged child. Socrates complies with the
request in that dialogue, offering a detailed eschatological
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picture for his childlike hearers’ If we resist Hegel's
dismissal of such moves as some hopeless unphilosophical
confusion of mythical and conceptual thought, we can see
that Plato is making a point about philosophical method as
such. He is connecting the epistemological status of a
claim, the weak degree to which it can be justified, with an
enactment of specific response patterns rationaly
appropriate precisely in such contexts."
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(Author's note 21): Hebrew readers can examine my detailed analysis of 3
this moment in "Phaedo's Hair" (2002).
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Classics. In the first of these fields, he published an editio
princeps of the poetry of the fifteenth-century Hebrew poet
in Spain Shlomo Bonfid, and a new critica edition of a
volume of poetry by Judah Alharizi. He also edited for the
first time the responsa of Rav Ahai Gaon, and published one
of the first general books in German on the literature of the
Gaonic period.

His Hebrew trandations from the Classics include
Marcus Aurelius Meditations, Seneca's Epistles, Dialogues
and Natural Researches;, eight tragedies by Aeschylus,
Sophocles and Euripides, and Aristotle's De Anima. All of
these were pioneering Hebrew trandations, and were
produced during a busy teaching career and in his old age in
Tel-Aviv.

We reprint three book reviews by Kaminka, including the
first reviews in Hebrew of the first part of Yehezkel
Kaufmann's History of the Faith of Israd and of Joseph
Klausner's Jesus of Nazareth; and also Kaminkas
introduction to his very learned, if somewhat controversial,
Hebrew tranglation and commentary on EzralV.
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QONWRIY N7
Remembrance of Former Generations

Aharon (Armand) Kaminka

1866 — 1950

In thisissue, we republish four articles by Aharon (Armand)
Kaminka, a Hebrew author, scholar of mediaeval Hebrew
literature, and Hebrew translator of some of the classics of
Greek and Latin literature.

Kaminka was born in Berditchev, Ukraine, in 1866, and
died in Tel-Aviv in 1950; but he spent most of his life in
Germany, the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and the Austrian
Republic. He studied in the orthodox theological seminary in
Berlin, where he was ordained as a rabbi in 1893. At the
same time he studied Semitic languages, philosophy,
economics and Jewish studies in the universities of Berlin
and Paris, where he obtained his PhD in Jewish studies.
Between 1893 and 1900 he served as a rabbi in Frankfurt on
Oder, Prague and Esseg (Osjeck) in Slovenia. From 1900 to
1938 he lived in Vienna, where he taught at the Isaak Hirsch
Weil3 Jewish Seminary and at the Mamonides Seminary
which he founded in 1924. He also taught, from time to time,
Talmud and Jewish philosophy at the University of Vienna.
He succeeded in escaping to Tel-Aviv at the last minute in
1938.

During his years in Austria, he published three volumes
of Hebrew poetry and one Hebrew play on a Biblical theme.
But his great reputation was based mainly on his research in
mediaeval Hebrew literature and on his translations from the
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sociology of literature on the one hand and a real scholarly
account of Hebrew poetry based on careful analysis of texts
and their contexts on the other. Calderon’s discussion
becomes too often a collection of unproven statements,
amost aways praising and flattering, concerning many
contemporary Israeli poets, some of whom are truly
marginal. Calderon maintains that everyone agrees that there
is no one dominant centre in Hebrew poetry today — and he
does it since such an assumption would support his own
thesis regarding the deterioration in the public status of
poetry today; but by doing so he intentionally ignores quite a
few poets, critics and literary journals which present a sharp
contrast to this assumption and to his views in generd.
Calderon states that the fact (if it is) that poetry today has a
more restricted audience and limited rating is effecting its
essence, but he never explains how exactly this has come
about — if it has. The high rating given to rock music today
leads Calderon to yet another statement, according to which
the Israeli rock singer-songwriter is the heir of the poet from
the point of view of socia status and popularity. But all the
examples provided by Calderon to show that popular rock
lyrics are on the same literary level as poetry show in fact
the opposite: good poetry has its complexities and richness
which aways surpass rock lyrics. Calderon is willing to
sacrifice every scholarly standard to ‘prove’ his point, and
this entails biased interpretations of poems, while he is
unwilling, or unable, to provide any proper reasons for his
statements or justifications for his choices in the way of real
literary criticism which is focused on discussing qualities
and importance of texts. Under such methodological
constraints Calderon’s most ambitious thesis regarding what
he calls the ‘second day culture’ which presents ‘critical
distortions’ (in both Israeli rock music/lyrics and poetry) —
as against the harmonious and affirmative ‘first day culture’,
sounds completely unconvincing, but very much ‘with it'.
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detective might learn from. Shapira and his colleagues have
literally left no stone unturned in their attempt to understand
Firkowicz' art of forgery.

In away one can take the book as a an antidote to the work
of pseudo scholars — or post-moderns — who invent the past
through being hostages of their own ignorance and of their
political agenda. Shapira’s work is an example of the heights
a scholar can reach, and the only flaws in the work are the
errata that mar the book on almost every other page. These
technical flaws should be taken not as Shapira's sin, but
rather as reflecting the low status of Judaic studies in
contemporary money-making universities.

Shraga Nero

A Shallow Reductionist Mish-Mash

On Nisim Calderon, The Second Day. On Poetry and
Rock After Yona Wallach, Or Y ehuda: Devir and Ben
Gurion University in the Negev, 2009.

This review deals with many different methodological
shortcomings found in Nism Caderon’'s book on
contemporary Hebrew poetry and rock music. Beyond the
fact that the main thesis of the book — that there is some kind
of symbiosis between contemporary Hebrew poetry and
contemporary Israeli rock music — is not original and can be
found in a number of articles and a book by Hebrew
journalist Menachem Ben which were published over the
last decade, Calderon is constantly using in his book
problematic expressions such as ‘the Isragli intelligentsia or
‘the Israeli intellectual’, which blur the distinction between a



intervention of a-Qaeda in the 9/11 attack, to the
futile entanglement in Irag. From all thisit is only natural to
conclude that, at least so far, the Arab authoritarian regimes
have been gaining the upper hand in their quest to preserve
the status quo.

Meir Bar-llan
Tracing the Frauds of Firkowicz

Dan D.Y. Shapira (ed.), The Tombstones of the
Cemetery of the Karaite Jews in Cufut-Qal‘eh (the
Crimea), Report of the Ben-Zvi Ingtitute Expedition,
Jerusalem: Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi, 2008, 563 pp.

This is a real detective story, where a modern historian is
tracing the frauds of the suspected criminal some 170 years
after his activities took place. Shapira with his team are
highly qualified to investigate the frauds perpetrated by
Avraham Firkowicz (1787-1874). Firkowicz was a taented
scholar, a Karaite rabbi, who abused his knowledge in order
to deceive the world, his brethren included, about the
antiquity of the Karaites in the Crimea. His method
consisted of publishing the texts of the engraved tombstones
from the Crimea in an amalgam of genuine and fraudulent
data. The modern detectives — the authors of the present
book — have done their best to decipher his 'information'.
Shapira is a polyglot who invests his vast knowledge,
combined with interdisciplinary work in historiography,
geography, epigraphy and other skills, into a comprehensive
work, something without a precedent in this field. Firkowicz'
work is analysed diligently in detail in a manner a police



American neo-conservatives and the Arab authoritarian
regimes does not reflect any Middle Eastern readlity, but
only serves as atool for advancing their respective interests:
finding an aternative opponent after the dismantling
of communism, and preserving the existing non-demacratic
regimes.

The theoretical framework of the book is rather simplistic.
Shavit equates democracy with its Western formal variant,
while avoiding any discussion of its underlying conditions: a
viable civic society, a functioning public sphere, and a
discourse of human rights and freedom. He has nothing to
say about how economic and political globalization has been
pushing the US and the international corporations it backs
into seeking aggressively after new markets. His own
warning notwithstanding, Shavit aso often confuses
Arabism with Isam, a failure that leaves out of the
discussion Christian intellectuals and Dbélittles the
importance of the Idlamist element. He similarly overlooks
aternative voices in the West, such as the European
governments and the left.

Shavit is in his own element when he analyses in a
lucid manner the complex historical evolution of the
ideological and politico-military conflict and competition
between the neo-conservative trend in US foreign policy
and various authoritarian governments in the Middle
East — notably Saudi Arabia and Syria, but also Egypt
and Irag. The discussion is conducted on four major
planes: the inner-American one, which led to the depiction
of the Middle East as the Evil Other; the inner-Arab,
in which tyrannical regimes had to cope with liberals
and Idlamists; the Western-Arab relations, which have
been governed by suspicion and misunderstanding;
and finally the ideological-practica axis, which takes
us from the academic formulations of “"the end of
history" and "the clash of civilizations', through the
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or two. It isall so obvious: the 'as we all know' pose may not
always include every reader, but it includes, of course,
oneself.

On pp. 201-202 of his book, Zamir repeats, lock, stock and
barrel, his idea that the simile of the frightened child is
literally meant; that Socrates is literally called upon to act as
a "charmer"; and that Plato — this time not merely Socrates
of the dialogue — thus "demands his readers to consider
holding less than the value of maturity as part of
philosophical communication" — and more of the same ilk.
In a note to that page, he refers those of his readers who
know Hebrew to his original article, the one | had refuted,
with not a single hint to it that anyone had ever expressed
the slightest doubt about it.

On reading this rehash of the original farce, | felt that |
could do worse than quote Hesiod's Works and Days 293-297.

[tzchak Weismann

Democracy in the Middle East: A Conversation
of the Deaf?

Uriya Shavit, The Wars of Democracy: The West and
the Arabs from the Fall of Communism to the War in
Irag. Tel-Aviv: Dayan Center, 2008.

Uriya Shavit's book deals with the degeneration of
the international and inner nationa struggles for
the democratization of the Arab world into the destructive
violence, on the one hand, of a-Qaedas terrorism, and
on the other hand of the United States war in Irag. It argues
that the essentialist-organic approach shared by the
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father of western misology (which seems to include most
post-Platonic philosophers — perhaps with the exception of
Zamir himself), the quoting philosopher who keeps
mentioning other people's opinions without taking any
position himself. | pointed out, by means of a close analysis
of Zamir's arguments as against Plato's text, that these were
mere figments of Zamir's imagination, and that some of
these statements — like the one about Plato the quoting
misologist and his followers in the whole of the western
tradition — were a preposterous travesty of the history of
philosophy.

Tzachy Zamir has, in the meantime, furthered his
academic career, and at the time of writing was a senior
lecturer in English and Genera Literature, and head of the
Department of English, at the Hebrew University.

In 2007, Zamir published a book which was awarded a
prize (or two?) by the Hebrew University before it even
came out:

Tzachi Zamir, Double Vision, Moral Philosophy and
Shakespearean Drama, Princeton University Press,
Princeton and Oxford, 2007.

Much of the book is dedicated to the surprising idea that
literature and philosophy, rather than being rivals or
antagonists, should be seen as complementing each other. In
the course of his disguisitions, Zamir drops long lists of
names of philosophers and literary critics, letting the reader
imagine that he had acquired an intimate familiarity with
their writings. | cite two such lists, questioning Zamir's
familiarity with one or two of these authors — especially with
Peter Ramus, whom he cites as representing the separation
between rhetoric and philosophy. | also point out that the
book abounds in statements such as 'if we reject Hegel's
view that..." or 'as Kant pointed out...' — as if the author is so
much at home in their writings that he would not even
suspect that some readers might be grateful for a reference
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John Glucker

Another Dog, Another Caravan

This article is also a sequel. In Katharsis 1, pp. 62-86, |
published a response to a Hebrew article by Tzachy Zamir
on Plato's Phaedo. This was not Zamir's first attempt at
elucidating Plato. Two previous articles of his, one in
Hebrew on Symposium and the other, in English, on the old
question of why Plato wrote dialogues (no less), had already
exposed Zamir as a non-expert (to be polite), rushing in
where certain heavenly creatures might express a degree of
hesitation. In his Phaedo article, Zamir showed no
significant improvement as a self-styled Platonist. For the
first time, he also dedicated a page or so to the discussion of
Greek words, showing in the process that he was far from
being able to read the dialogue in the language in which it
was written or from having the dightest sensitivity to the
meanings and contexts of the few Greek words he put on
public display. | leave it to the reader to find the proper
name for such a practice.

The main point of that article by Zamir was that, no matter
what the arguments for and against the immortality of the
soul may be — arguments, one remembers, which occupy
about two thirds of the dialogue — the most significant point
in this dialogue is when Socrates strokes Phaedo's hair. This
bodily gesture, Zamir argued, put in jeopardy the whole
well-known (to whom?) Socratic other-worldliness. Zamir
also took the simile of the frightened child, towards the end
of the dialogue, quite literally, as well as the request that
Socrates should act like a magician and charm those
frightened children out of their panic. This was followed by
a generalization about children having no shades or degrees
in their 'epistemic ladder', but being aways definite and
resolute in their judgments. Zamir aso described Plato as the



Rinon was also chairman of the Department of Generd
Literature at the Hebrew University. In his preface, he even
provides details of some of the 'networking' which elevated
him to his exalted position.

Most of my present article deals with Rinon's latest (at the
time of writing) book, Homer and the Dual Model of the
Tragic, The University of Michigan Press, Ann Arbor 200s.
220 pp. Init, Rinon develops an idea he had picked up from
Halliwell and some other recent writers, according to which
the ancient Greeks seem to have had an idea of what is
nowadays called The Tragic, but did not formulate it clearly.
Rinon attempts to fill this gap by offering us a definition of
The Tragic, and by means of a forced interpretation of the
fourth chapter of the Poetics. His definition runs as follows:

| define the tragic as a worldview reflecting the
precarious position of the human being in a world
determined by two factors, time and the divine, over
which he or she has almost no influence.

One is aimost reminded of the famous punch-line of the
chorus in Housman's Fragment of a Greek Tragedy, "Lifeis
uncertain”. This Tragic worldview could easily be applied to
quite a lot of epic and lyric poetry, and to many modern
novels and general essays bewailing our condition humaine.
Rinon is aware of this, and he tries to interpret the fourth,
historical chapter of the Poetics as though it maintains that
the lliad and the Odyssey are both tragedies — and in our
sense. | argue that this is far from what that historical
chapter says, and also that for an ancient Greek, the word
‘tragic' did not mean anything like our idea of The Tragic,
but merely something connected with the sort of stage-play
called tragedy. | also point out that in his Hebrew trandation
of that chapter, Rinon had kept fairly close to the basic
meaning of the Aristotelian text, while here, under the
influence of more recent secondary literature, and oblivious
to his own translation, he reads into the text what is not in it.



English Abstracts

John Glucker

The Dog Barks Again

Thisarticleis, in its way, a sequel to along review article of
Yoav Rinon's Hebrew trandation of Aristotle's Poetics
which | published in Katharsis 2, 2003. In that article |
pointed out some silly mistakes made in the translation and
notes — such as "Euboea is an idand east of the
Peloponnese”’ — and some mistranglations. | also showed that
some passages which appear without acknowledgement in
the introduction and notes are literally trandated from
Ingram Bywater's and D.W. Lucas editions and
commentaries, and from Stephen Halliwell's book, on
Aristotle's Poetics. | showed that the trandator had no idea
of what the term 'manuscript' means, or how to read a critical
apparatus, and that, although he claims that the tranglation is
based on Kasseal's Oxford Text, in one particularly difficult
piece of text he trandates, not from any critical edition, but
from James Hutton's English trandation, thus giving the
reader no idea of the complexity of the passage as it has
been transmitted to us. | also showed that in his more
general philosophical postscript, he sometimes refers to the
wrong paralels in other writings of Aristotle himself, and
that, trying to be 'with it' and 'up-to-date" he relies amost
entirely on Anglophone secondary literature of the last
twenty years. In some cases, he has no proper idea of the
philosophical presuppositions behind some of the modern
controversies.

All this has not constituted even the dightest obstacle to
Rinon's successful career as a senior lecturer with tenure in
Classics and General Literature. At the time of writing,
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