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L. Kéhler and W. Baumgartner, The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old 13
Testament, Leiden-New Y ork-K&In 1994-1999 (HAL), s.v.: "single out people for a
.service'

.RSV: “Then | set apart twelve of the leading priests” 14
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RSV: "Ezra the priest selected men heads of fathers' houses..., each of them 15
.designated by name"

.HAL: "Be excluded from" 16

.RSV: "And he himself banned from the congregation of the exiles® 17

.HAL: "To withdraw from" 18

RSV: "The people of Israel... have not separated themselves from the peoples 19
.of thelands..."

RSV: "Separate yourselves from the peoples of the land and from the foreign 20
.wives'

.RSV: "And the | sraelites separated themselves from all foreigners® 21
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.RSV: "They separated from Israel all those of foreign descent" 22

H.G.M. Williamson, Ezra :75077 31D >1°2an 07w W 0°man min 23
Nehemiah (WBC), Nashville 1985, ad loc: "The Israglites who had returned from
exile ate it, together with all who had joined them by separating themselves (note:
literally "who had separated themseleves to them") from the uncleaness of the
Gentiles of the land to seek the Lord"; W. Rudolph, Esra und Nehemia (HAT),
Tubingen 1949: "Und es waren nicht nur die aus der Gefangenheit heimgekehrten
Israeliten, die (das Passah) assen, sondern auch alle, die sich von der Unreinigheit
.der Heiden im Lande zu ihnen hin abgesondert hatten, um Jahwe... zu suchen"
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Williamson: "The rest of the people — the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, 24
the singers, the temple servants, and anyone who has separ ated himself from the
peoples of the lands for the sake of the Law of God, together with their wives...";
Rudolph: "Wéhrend der Rest des Volkes, der Priester... und alle die sich von den

.Volkern des Landes zum Gesetz Gottes hin abgesondert hatten..."
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intimacy with the whole of Hebrew literature, from the Bible
to the latest Isragli novel, and his familiarity, at first hand,
with Latin, French, English and Geramn literature, made him
the ideal student in this field. His uncompromising search
for the 'inner truth' of each work of literature gave his studies
a special intensity and profundity. Reading him, one feels as
if one were listening to someone who has penetrated into the
core of awork of literature and is analysing it amost asif it
were his own work.

Kurzweil could be, and was, very harsh on what he
regarded as sham and pretence, as ‘pseudo-literature’. At the
same time, he stood in awe of great writers and works, and
returned to them again and again, each time with new
insights. Two of his favourite authors are the two great
modern Hebrew poets Bialik and Tschernichowski. But it
was Kurzweil who virtually discovered the greatness of the
poetry of Uri Zvi Greenberg, when most literary students
ignored him, mainly for political reasons. Kurzweil, together
with Dov Sadan and one or two others, discovered the
originaity and importance of Samuel Joseph Agnon, and it
was largely due to his effots that Agnon was awarded the
Nobel Prizefor literature in 1966.

Kurzweil also published studies of modern European
literature and some of its magor exponents. One of his
contributions to literary theory was the detection of the motif
of the 'belated return' — of the hero returning to his home, or
place of origin, only to discover that while he was away
things had changed beyond recognition and hope. He found
this motif in works as diverse as the Odyssey, Tennyson's
Enoch Arden, and Agnon's A Guest for the Night. Many of
Kurzweil's genera literary insights are hidden away among
his more specific studies, and some work should be done on
gathering them into a more coherent theoretical whole.
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approach to the nature of modern Hebrew literature as an
attempt at a complete break with previous literary traditions.
The other was 'Judaism as an Expression of a National-
Biological Will to Live, which offered a sobering refutation
of the much-admired ideology and philosophical views of
Ahad HaAm (Asher Ginzburg, 1856-1927), one of the
foremost thinkers of Zionism. His entirely honest and
uncompromising reviews and assessments of various
Hebrew writers and literary critics and scholars made him
many enemies, and it was only in 1956 that he was
appointed Professor of Hebrew and General Literature in the
newly-founded Bar-Ilan University in Ramat-Gan, where he
taught and lived until his death. He was one of the great
‘founding fathers of the new university and, apart from
developing the study of literature and training some younger
scholars to carry on the tradition, he was aso one of the
initiators of new departments, and the first head of the
library committee, building the university library from
scratch.

In his last years, Kurzweil became more and more
disappointed and dejected. The new State of Israel as
conceived and administered by David Ben-Gurion and his
associates did not appear to him to fulfill the hopes he had
entertained when he came to Eretz Israel; nor was he happy
with the way religious Zionism had settled into a routine
instead of rising up to the challenge of a new Jewish readlity.
His studies in Hebrew literature had brought him to the
conclusion that modern Hebrew literature represents a crisis
of religion and faith, without offering any clear-cut solution.
For awhile, he hoped that a religious university like Bar-llan
might initiate some moves towards a solution. In this, too, he
was soon disappointed. Increasing health problems and
growing dejection led him to take his own lifein 1972

Kurzweil is regarded as one of the leading scholars,
interpreters and critics of modern Hebrew literature. His
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QNWRIY N7
Remembrance of Former Generations

In this issue, we reprint an article by Baruch Kurzwell
(Pirnitz, Moravia 1907 — Ramat-Gan, Isragl 1972). The
article, 'Notes on Gershom Scholem's Sabetai Zevi', was first
published in the literary supplement of the Hebrew newsaper
Haaretz, on 25.10.1957, and reprinted in Kurzwell's
collection of essays The Sruggle for Jewish Values, Tel-
Aviv 1970, pp. 134-199.

Kurzweil was born in Pirnitz, Moravia, then part of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, son of the local Rabbi Avraham
Arieh Kurzweil. He studied in Rabbi Breuer's orthodox
yeshivain Frakfurt-am-Mein, where he obtained his rabbinic
ordination. At the same time, he studied German language
and literature, history, philosophy and psychology in the
University of Frankfurt, and wrote his PhD dissertation there
on Goethe's Faust. Between 1934 and 1939, he taught
Jewish studies at the Jewish school in Brno (Brinn),
Moravia, at the same time serving as the acting Rabbi of the
Jewish community. In 1939 he emigrated to Palestine as a
research student at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. In
1940, he settled in Haifa, where, for many years, he taught
Hebrew and genera literature, Bible and Tamud in
secondary schools. During this period, he began to publish
his studies in modern Hebrew literature, some as articles in
Haaretz and others as long essays in literary periodicals.
Two of his essays became famous, and won him a great
reputation as an original and innovative scholar of Hebrew
literature. One was his essay called 'Fundamental Problems
in our Modern Literature, in which he offered a new
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the wake of some 60 commentaries, and this paper shows to
what extent he has been successful.

Unfortunately, Liebes does not analyze SY philologically,
which is especially needed in such an unstable text, nor does
he use the |. Gruenwald's edition, though he promises to do
s0. Liebes says nothing about the astrological character of
the book, and he seems not to be aware of the ancient
meaning of the relationship between the planets and the days
of the week as shown in SY. Moreover, Liebes ignores the
mathematical aspects of SY, which G. B. Sarfatti has
pointed out. Though Liebes himself has already contributed
a paper to the relationship between ancient linguistics and
SY, in this book not only does he not continue his studies,
but the reader may be confused by different
characterizations of the language of SY. While discussing
SY Liebes tackles subjects that are not in the text, such as
the messianic idea or the concept of the human propensity to
destroy; mentioning the Zohar, a much later text, is
irrelevant. Apparently in one aspect the modern scholar is
not any wiser than R. Jehuda Halevi, his predecessor in the
Middle Ages, which reflects badly on a contemporary
scholar who uses modern technology and budgets in
research. It is a pity that Liebes shows his misunderstanding
of Talmudic texts, and even his comparative study of SY
with Philo raises many questions. The methods Liebes uses
in regard to SY's provenance — in time and place — are far
weaker than what one may expect.

Allin all, after Liebes book, SY is till enigmatic and even
shown to be a pitfall for scholars.
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cultural residue that Shimoni himself carries, as well as a
force that has affected and still affects the life of the Isradli
collective. Seeking to elicit the meaning that arises from the
canonical complex as it stands today, Shimoni scans the
entire biblical collection, from the stories of the Book of
Genesis to the Writings. The 'essay' form (genre) of his book
legitimizes his subjective selection of parts, without a
commitment to the whole. He suggests that this literature
offers a "Hebrew answer" to the issue — namely, being part
of the generational sequence of the collective existence. He
excoriates this "solution", which has governed Jewish
history, and now Israeli existence as well, stating that
achieving immortality viathe chain of generations heightens
the tragic fate of individuals on both sides of the barrier,
since in any event all are destined to turn into dust. It is thus
an engaged essay with a message, denouncing the
squandering of human life that is taking place in this land,
and it seeks to understand its motivation. The cry of
individual figures in the Bible, whom the option of
collective immortality did not silence, is echoed by the cry
of Shimoni's essay.

Meir Bar-llan

Review of: J. Liebes, Ars Poetica in Sefer
Yetsira, Tel-Aviv: Schocken, 2000

Scfer Yetsira (hereafter: SY), or The Book of Creation is
considered the most enigmatic book in Hebrew literature.
The book is believed to be ancient, nobody is quite sure how
ancient, and it was the trigger of the Kabbalah in the Middle
Ages. Liebes undertook the task of deciphering the text, in
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that have a prominent role in regard to the problems
discussed are only supeficiadly anadyzed, and
differentiations between the 'sources are made on false
pretenses. (2) Contrary to the argumentation followed in this
study, the book of Ezra-Nehemiah abounds in descriptions
and definitions that prove that the women referred to are
unequivocally women of foreign origin. There is no shred of
evidence to show that the phrase ‘foreign women' was
drained of its straightforward meaning. (3) The peak of this
study is the preposterous suggestion that the quite simple,
prosaic, clear-cut texts say one thing and mean something
completely different: that is, that the expulsion of the foreign
women did not happen and was never meant to happen. Not
only do the texts repeatedly and assertively state that the
separation indeed took place, but the author of this study
admits, loud and clear, that there is no trace of the most
important stage of this alleged ceremony, i.e., the return of
the 'ceremonially’ expelled women to their families.

It is a pity that the author did not use the sociological
studies which she cites with much ado in order to better
understand this age of rebuilding the national and religious
life of the community that involved far-reaching
undertakings and heart-breaking decisions advanced in
public ceremonies and mass gatherings.

Y airah Amit
On Yuva Shimoni's "Dust”

In this essay Yuva Shimoni examines the ways in which
biblical literature tackles the subject of death and the
transiency of human existence. This literature, the formative
text of the Jewish people, is an essentia element of the
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of the relations between genetic research and Zionist
ideology.

ZiporaTa-Shir

Y oninaDor, Have the "Foreign Women" Really
Been Expelled?, Jerusalem, Magness Press,
2006, 309 pages

The book deals with the expulsion of foreign women in the
era of Ezra and Nehemiah. It comprises three parts: |. Ezra
9-10: the Composition and its Sources. 1I. Who Were the
Foreign Women? Ill. An interpretation of the Idea of the
Expulsion of Foreign Women. Each part offers a far-
reaching innovation in the study of the book of Ezra
Nehemiah in general and regarding the issue of the foreign
women in particular. The main conclusions are: (1) The
material dealing with the foreign women is based on six
different sources. (2) The term 'foreign women' does not in
fact relate to women of foreign origin but is rather a
disparaging designation of women that did not belong
among the returnees. (3) The ‘foreign women' were not
actually expelled: the texts dealing with the expulsion
communicate nothing but ceremonies in which the women
are theoretically expelled but then return to their families.
The book is a philologically shalow study whose
conclusions are built on quicksands. (1) The six (!) sources
theory has nothing in its favor. It completely neglects the
book's complicated history of composition, especialy the
contribution of the redactor who combined the stories of
Ezra and Nehemiah and may well be responsible for the
undecided ending of Ezr 9-10 as well as for the laconic
reports of the actual separation much later. The specific texts
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doubt be one of the main cornerstones in Jubilees studies
henceforward.

Eva Jablonca

Genetic Stories: Zionism and the Biology of the
Jews

On Raphael Falk, Zionism and the Biology of the Jews,
Resling, Tel-Aviv 2006.

The relationship between biological theory and data on
the one hand and political ideology on the other is an
issue of great sociological and political importance.
Raphael Falk’'s courageous book, "Zionism and the
Biology of the Jews" describes the interactions between
the study of biological heredity and Zionist ideology,
offering a historical discussion of this tortuous relation,
uncovering its social and political usages and
ideological prgudices. His analysis leads to the
daughter of several genetic holy cows, and to an
interesting alternative to the orthodox story of common
Canaanite genetic origin of all extant Jewish people.
Falk suggests that the origin of the Jewish people is
diverse, and that the genetic similarity among Jewish
communities is based on common and persistent
cultural-religious affinities that have encouraged
selective reproductive interactions, and ended up
generating a certain degree of genetic similarity among
them. This conclusion accommodates historical data
that are usually excluded from the public and biological
discourse, and offers a sobering and impartial account



and since they wrote their compositions during a long span
of time one can expect conflict in ideas here and there and
even tensions from one chapter to another. But this in itself
does not hamper the ideological unity of a composition.

A more serious problem concerning Segal’ s book which is
tackled by this review is the amost complete lack of a
discussion on issues of context. Were he aware of those,
Segal would have done a much better job. | elaborate on one
significant aspect of the context of the Book of Jubilee,
namely the issue of Hellenism and Hellenization. Segal deals
at length with its role in the two first books of Maccabees.
These books have to be viewed as the main background
literature of the Book of Jubilees. Surprisingly, in both
books the Hellenization is not at all emphasized. The real
central topic is the fight of the zealous Jews against idolatry
in the name of Monotheism. Therefore these Jews fight the
natives of the Land of Isragl rather than against the
introduction of Hellenism into the Land. Thus it is against
the background of the two first books of Maccabees that the
Baook of Jubilees should be read. Then it becomes quite clear
that the author of Jubilees was as well afierce fighter against
idolatry in the name of Monaotheism, but Hellenism is almost
a non-issue for him. Moreover, the various actual issues that
are transferred into the nations' origins by the Book of
Jubilees have escaped Segal's attention almost completely.
For instance, the presentation of the special relationship
between Isragl and Edom and the Arabs cannot be ignored
altogether. Taking these relationships together with the
absence of Hellenism in the Book can point to the fact that
the book was written in the second half of the second
century BCE.

In spite of these criticisms, the review shows a great
appreciation for Segal's sharpness and erudition, his clear
presentation, and interesting narration. The book will no
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policies. Without taking sides in this argument, thisreview is
trying to show that Y akira does not provide the reader with a
coherent world view, a historical analysis or a reasoned
criticism and that his blunt judgment is based on something
that is, in fact, irrelevant to the subject-matter of the debate:
the fidelity of the author to a Zionist idea. The historians and
intellectuals that Yakira deems untrue are relegated to the
level of holocaust deniers and are labeled by him
"ideologically perverse". The choice of theseterms, | wishto
show, is essential to what Yakira is actually trying to do in
his book. Instead of facing the arguments of his opponents
on the plane of argumentation, facts and historical
interpretations, he chooses to circumvent the debate and to
mark them as 'outsiders and therefore unworthy of any
serious consideration. This, more than his blunt language or
other problems that can be found in the book, is Yakira's
worst offense.

Doron Mendels

On Michael Segal, The Book of Jubilees:
Rewritten Bible, Redaction, Ideology and
Theology, Magnes Press, Jerusalem 2007

The review opposes the main argument of Segal, e.g. that the
Book of Jubilees is a patchwork of many different and
contradicting traditions that were put together by an editor. |
argue that Jubilees is a composition with a clear unity of
ideas that can be easily demonstrated. It is possible that its
author drew upon earlier traditions, but he organized them
quite well in line with his main aim. Jubilees wishes to
demonstrate how political and theological issues of the
Hasmonean period were aready facing the fathers of the
nation in Israel’s past. | argue that authors in antiquity (such
as Diodours Siculus and Plutarch) drew upon many sources
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because heis'his man'. It is true that in such cases, the death
by neglect of many patients or soldiers may result, while the
appointment, say, of an ignorant professor of Spanish would
'only' result in some incompetent and illiterate publications
which would bring 'mere’ disgrace’ on his university and on
the Israeli academic world. But as we all know, Israel has no
natural resources except its brains, and the humanities are an
indispensable basis for any intellectual pursuits. | heard
once, in an international conference in Turkey, a Turkish
scholar maintain that a nation without philosophy and
philology cannot call itself civilized. Do | have to go abroad
to hear such words, which, until recently, were obvious to
most members of ‘the People of the Book'?

Amir Engel
On Fidelity and Historical Truth

Elhanan Y akira, Post Zionism; Post Holocaust. Three
Chapters on Denial and Negation of Israel, The Chaim
Weizman Institute of the Study of Zionism, Tel-Aviv
University, 2007

This is a review of Elhanan Yakiras book, Post Zionism;
Post Holocaust, which attempts to contribute to a somewhat
worn-out debate about Isragl, the Holocaust and the use and
abuse of memory in the service of ideology and truth. This
book, however, is different from many others in the field. It
is not a historical survey or a philosophical discussion, but it
is rather a critique directed against a group of mostly Isragli
thinkers that are sometimes labeled "post Zionists' and that
have forcefully argued against the state of Israel for
manipulating historical records as well as for its current
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important thing in building up a career: 'networking'.
Stripped of its high-sounding name, this means flattering
senior infuential scholars, who may then, in exchange for
being told how magnificent they are, being invited to lecture
in the Holy Land, and any other 'appropriate’ services and
benefits, find it difficult, if and when asked, not to
recommend their 'admirer' for tenure, promotion, a prize,
and the like. Some would claim, therefore, that 'networking/,
and personal relations are al there is to it these days, and
that they have totally replaced academic standards and
requirements, which have now become mere formalities and
'necessary’ — but not 'sufficient' —'conditions.

There is some truth in this claim. Fattery and other
methods of 'networking' have become more widespread in
the academic world in the last generation or so. What | claim
is that they have still not become the one and only means of
appointments and promotions. The very fact that committees
still require doctorates, publications and teaching records
testifies to it that even those who appreciate persona
relations above al else till consider it at least 'politic' to
demand — or to pretend to demand — some proper academic
achievements. In a number of cases — as in the case of our
head of department and the two readers — scholars till judge
a work, when an academic appointment is at issue, not on
personal grounds or on the reputation of a university or a
supervisor, but on purely academic grounds. | maintain that
this is exactly what every scholar involved in a process of
appointment or promotion should do, and that an academic
who acts on non-scholarly persoal grounds is guilty of
betraying his trust, just like the director of a hospital who
supports the appointment of a relative of his to the post of
heart surgeon merely because he is his relative, even if heis
an untrustworthy surgeon, or a high-ranking officer who
supports the appointment of his former trainee as a combat
officer, despite his unsuitability for such a position, merely
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university, where he now has tenure. But things did not stop
there. A few days after his meeing with the head of the
department, he rang up one of the readers and complained
about the 'injustice’ he — the reader, his former teacher — had
done by 'discarding' his thesis. He added that this was most
surprising and unexpected, coming from one whom he had
always admired as his best teacher in the department. To the
reader's question how he had come by this secret information
he simply replied that there are no secrets — and anyway,
what does it matter? When the reader — his 'admired teacher'
— explained that it was nothing personal, and that he had
merely acted as a scholar, assessing the thesis impartialy,
the student replied that "there is no such thing as
impartiality: everything in the academic world is personal."

My essay deals with this sort of claim, which one often
encounters in various contexts. In our present story, thisis
clearly not the case, since three scholars who had no reason
to be prejudiced against their former pupil acted properly
and assessed the thesis on its merits (or lack of them) as a
work of scholarship; athough that student may claim (and
probably does claim) that they, too, had done it for personal
motives. No need to specify which motives, if we accept the
dogmathat "everything in the academic world is personal.”

It is true that in most universities in the western world
appointments and promotions depend on letters of reference
from scholars in the field, and in many cases, especialy
when the field is relatively small, most of the referees know
the candidate and have met him/her in conferences. What is
more, some budding academics do not rely only on such
'necessary conditions as a large number of publications,
whenever posible in prestigious publishing houses and
periodicals (see my article in Katharsis 4), and participation
in international conferences. They use those conferences —
and there are today literally dozens of conferences in each
subject every year — to do what they regard as the most
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many doctorates as possible, at almost any price (including
that of academic quality). He also knew that it is precisely
the most prestigious universities that have developed the
largest graduate schools. In many cases, ever since PhD
studies have become a major industry, the university can no
longer control the quality of the research. Quite often, a
‘clever' student can manage to choose a supervisor who is
either no proper expert in the field, or too busy to check
everything thoroughly. The thesis is then sent to readers who
are also no proper experts. They are impressed by all sorts of
external things, such asalot of dates, quotationsin a number
of languages, and the like, without checking (or being able
to check) whether the dates are correct, or whether the writer
understood what he quotes in foreign languages. Thus, a
doctorate from a prestigious American university is no
longer — if it ever was — a full guarantee of a high quality of
research.

Knowing this, the head of the department (who is my
source for this story) demanded to be given three
photocpoies of the whole thesis, read one of them himself,
and gave the others to two other experts. They al reached
the conclusion that that thesis was sub-standard, full of basic
mistakes in various aspects of the field of research, and
methodically faulty. The two supervisors were clearly no
proper experts in the field of the thesis, and one could
assume that the anonymous readers who approved it were no
experts either. The head of department called the former
student and, without telling him who the readers were,
informed him that, following their expert advice, he saw no
reason for starting proceedings for his appointment in the
department.

The student, however, did not despair. He had aready
established connections with some powerful Isradli
academics — none of them in hisfield, but never mind — and
within a year he was appointed to a post in another
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English Abstracts

Shimshona Eliezer
"But it is All Persona”

A student in one of the humanities departments in an Isragli
university obtained, some years ago, his first degree, B.A. It
was an average degree, with no distinction, not to mention
summa cum laude, but it was not ‘just' a 'pass degree.
Something in the middle. It enabled the student to continue,
as was then the custom in Israel, towards the second degree,
M.A. But this particular student was far too ambitious to
wait. He wanted to carry on directly to the PhD, and in a
prestigious university abroad, since in Israed many
academics and academic committees consider a degree from
a respected university abroad — whatever the particular
circumstances — as automatically better than the paralel
Israeli degree.

With the financial help of his family, the student managed
to spend some years in a prestigious university in the United
States and obtain a doctor's degree. He came back to Israel
and went immediately to the head of his previous
department, demanding, as his birthright, to be appointed
without delay as a lecturer in the department. After al, he
had a PhD from a prestigious university in the USA, and for
many Israeli academics whatever happens in an American
university is, ipso facto, perfect in its kind.

The head of the department was not unaware of what has
really been going on for some time in American universities.
He knew of the existence of the ingtitution called the
Graduate School, the purpose of which is to produce as
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