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M. Rostovtzeff, Social and Economic History of the Roman Empire, 2™ ed.,
Oxford 1957, p. 700, note 21; A.H.M. Jones, The Greek City, Oxford 1967, p. 218.
p. Flusser, "Qumran and the Famine during the Reign of Herod", The Israel
Museum Journal V1 (1987), pp. 7-16, esp. p. 10.
"p. Sperber, "Objects of Trade between Palestine and Egypt in Roman Times",
Journal of Economic and Social History of the Orient 19 (1976), pp. 117-119, note
34.
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"M Stern, Greek and Latin Authors on Jews and Judaism, vol. 1, pp. 29, 33-34,
vol. 2, pp. 26, 41.
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that the Hebrew spoken and written in Israel was fast
becoming a new language, departing from the various kinds
of “Classical” Hebrew which preceded it. Yet by the late
1970s he was awarded the Israel Prize, largely for his
achievementsin the linguistic study of Israeli Hebrew.

Rosén was a demanding, but also a charismatic teacher,
and no student who attended any of his courses could ever
forget the true intellectual experience involved in them, and
the teacher's complete identification with his subject. He
was well-known and highly respected in linguistic circlesin
Europe and America. He died suddenly while on a year's
leavein Paris, one of his great loves.

In the Hebrew version, we have an introduction on, and an
appreciation of, Haiim Rosén by his erstwhile pupil
Aminadav Dykman, now senior lecturer in literature at the
Hebrew University.
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sociological and philosophical thought—and it is not an easy
read.

0191w XY 11707
Remembrance of Former Generations

In this issue, we reprint a number of items by the late Haiim
B. Rosén (Vienna 1922 - Paris 1999). Our selection includes
a section from his revolutionary book Our Hebrew, Viewed
in the light of Linguistic Methodology, of 1955; areview of a
book on Hebrew linguistics which was popular at the time,
and an esssay called Palmach, a spirited parody of various
manners and fashions in etymological research.

Haiim Rosén studied Classics and Linguistics at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. His PhD thesis, of 1948,
concerned the grammar of Herodotus, and was an indication
of hislife-long interest in this author and his language. After
some years of serving in the army, teaching Latin and
Hebrew in a school, and studying in Paris, he joined the
Department of Linguistics of the Hebrew University, where
he taught until his retirement. He aso taught for many years
in the Classics and Hebrew Linguistics departments of Tel-
Aviv University. His fields of research were Indo-European
linguistics, with special emphasis on the Greek language and
its dialects, and the modern linguistic study of the newly-
formed Isragli Hebrew. He published numerous books and
articles in these fields in Hebrew, English, French and
German. Perhaps his most remarkable achievement on the
Greek side was his monumental two-volume Teubner edition
of Herodotus (1987; 1997). His work on modern Hebrew,
starting with his 1955 Our Hebrew, caused a stir among the
more conservative Hebraists, most of whom refused to admit

XV



this book. Though thickly descriptive and richly
documented, Professor Eisenstadt fails to expound his
database in terms of an “axial age” idea. A few examples are
therefore suggested to further his work;

—Jewish courts and capital punishment, both in lands of
the diaspora and in the sovereign State of Isragl;

—Rules of the Sabbath, Sabbatical year (Shmita) and
Jubilee by State Laws;

—Thoughts debated pertaining to civil constitution
aongside the Torah;

—Kashruth (ritual diet) monitored by State laws vs.
personal freedom of religious abiding.

An apparent similarity endowed by differing perceptions
of the divine is another theorem to be examined. The relative
advantage gained by endorsement by one heavenly concept,
e.g., Jihad, in comparison with the Hindu term of Karma for
satisfying the Deity; or contrasting Jihad with a missionary
approach to spreading belief. Put these terms of serving the
Holy vis-avis the (Jewish) succumbing to a scapegoat
position on confronting belligerent others shatters an idea of
sameness and of an axia view as regards to the meaning of
life.

Persecutions, inquisition, pogroms, pacts of structured
humiliations (dhima) or, on the other hand, openness and
hospitality to Jews as neighbors—all are needed to elucidate
either the relinquishing or the adherence of Jews to their
ethnic tradition. The availability of religious ministrants is
another expounding factor to a civilization in practice, which
remains opaque in Eisenstadt’ s book.

What is essentially ‘civilization' and what promotes
Jewish traditions, manners and customs to reach the level of
a civilization, are questions to be answered, perhaps in
another book.

Jewish Civilization by Professor S.N Eisenstadt holds an
ample amount of historic materia. It stimulates intricate
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essentially a Jewish book, in which Freud belatedly fulfills
his father's testament and returns to the folds of the religion
of his forefathers. Y erushalmi's second objective is to deny
Freud the title of "historian" and undo his conception of a
psychoanalytic history. Freud's book, so Y erushalmi, is not
history but myth. Modern Historiography has to do with
consciously-organized social collective memory and
tradition and not with an unconscious transmission of
repressed imagined phantasized Ur-deeds. No analogy can
be drawn between individual and collective psychology.
Freud is not a historian, but an arch anti-theol ogian.

Of the many reactions to Yerushalmi's controversial
grappling with Freud, two very different examples are
treated at some length: Jacques Derrida's Archive Fever: A
Freudian Impression, and Jan Assmann's Moses the
Egyptian, The Memory of Egypt in Western Monotheism.

Gideon M. Kressel

Eisenstadt, S.N. Jewish Civilization: The Jewish
Historical Experiencein a Comparative Perspective.
Sde-Boger, Ben Gurion University Press, 2002

Drawn on Carl Jaspers concept of the “Axial Age” and the
goa of history, which carries on ideas expressed by Max
Weber regarding ethic and spirit in the world's economy,
SN. Eisenstadt's book is said to estimate the trajectory
aong which Jewish publics have passed through time.
Viewing the annals of Jewish life since the distant past, the
book is focused on the views of the institutions that run the
Jews affairs in Israel and the USA, which after the
Holocaust remained the people’ s main centers.

The linking of Jewish civilization to premises of the divine
(i.e., the Kingdom of Heaven) is an unfulfilled promise of

X



Red Sea prevented any significant commerce. Scarcity of
water and suitable land made rice growing a very margina
occupation.

As often happens in cases of poor scholarship, BA felt
entitled to make abusive remarks on eminent scholars like
Elias Bickerman and Martin Goodman.

Ruth Ginsburg

"l come, then, as a Jewish Historian": From
historical novel to scientific discourse and back

Y osef Haim Y erushalmi, Freud's Moses, Judaism
Terminable and Interminable, Shalem Press,
Jerusalem 2006

The belated trandation of Yerushalmi's polemical, excited
and exciting lectures (of 1991) on Freud's problematic
Moses and Monotheism (of 1939) provides an occasion for a
reassessment of his contribution to the emotionally-charged
contestation over Freud's legacy. Yerushami's Freud's
Moses is exceptional both in form and in content, its tour de
force rhetoric leaving no reader indifferent. It clearly attests
to its author's ambivalent fascination with Freud, his love-
hate of this father figure.

Y erushalmi addresses his subject from the standpoint of a
self-conscious Jewish historian, well aware of the dilemma
facing a scholar whose identity problem is inextricably
intertwined with the history he is writing. He is writing his
Moses-book as a historian who has articulated his credo as a
Jewish historian in an earlier book, Zachor, and who realizes
the challenge Freud poses to it. His argument has two
objectives. first, to convince his readers, on the basis of
historical, documentary evidence, that Freud's last book is
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Magen Broshi

Marriage in Antiquity, Arpachshad for
Example.

This article analyses the paper by Meir Bar-llan “Marriage
and Other Basic Problems in Ancient Jewish Society”
(Cathedra 121, 2006, pp. 23-52). The gravest fault of Bar-
Ilan (hereafter BA) is his uncritical use of data. For instance,
concerning Arpachshad, grandson of Noah, the Bible tells us
that he lived 408 years and his son Shelah was born when he
was 35 (Genesis 11, 12). From this datum BA deducts that
Arpachshad married at the age of 34. |s there a demographic,
gynecological or actuary rule that a child is born a year after
the wedding? Can a Biblica chapter that tells us about
patriarchs who lived hundreds of years be used as a
demographic source? On the data given in this chapter on
Abraham’s ancestors, BA reaches the conclusion that the
average age of marriage for men was exactly 30.8 years.
Does it make sense? Given life expectancy in antiquity, is it
possible that men deferred their nuptials to this ripe old age?
On the Patriarch Jacob we are told that he had 12 sons and 1
daughter. This and similar data (Job had 7 sons and 3
daughters) makes BA conclude that there was great shortage
of brides. Doesn’'t he grasp that the numbers 12 and 7 are
typological? Or that Dinah, the only daughter among Jacob’s
siblings mentioned in the biblica narrative, is mentioned
because she was raped, a rape that was followed by a mass
massacre?

The chapter on the economy of Palestine in the early
Roman period is not much better than its predecessor. It
ascribes the growth of population to trade with India and the
introduction of rice growing. Both suggestions are futile.
The difficulties of navigation in the Indian Ocean and the
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interest in culture and that they can do so without offending
other liberal values.

Using historical examples, my review establishes that non-
state ingtitutions are often ineffective in protecting the
interest in culture and that, contrary to Gans conviction,
nation-states are often necessary to protect this interest.
Furthermore, | establish that the exclusive reliance on non-
state institutions discriminates against weak nations or
cultural groups which need the help of state institutions to
preserve their culture.

Aharon Kantorovich
The Universe in a Nutshell

On Dan Falk’ s book: Universe on a T-Shirt: The Quest
for the Theory of Everything, Translated by Shlomit
Kna an, Keter Books, 2005.

The book describes the search for the “final theory” that will
explain in a unified manner the large variety of natural
phenomena in terms of simple formulae. The author
provides many historical and socia insights and cites some
valuable observations from the philosophy of science. He
treats the ideationa and the human-anecdotic aspects of
science on an equal footing and concentrates in particular on
the latter aspect. The book tells us the story of philosophers
of nature and scientists from the ancient era until
contemporary science and deals less with the content of their
ideas.



Alon Harel

Chaim Gans, From Richard Wagner to the Palestinian
Right of Return: Philosophical Analysis of Israeli
Public Affairs, Am Oved, Tel-Aviv, 2006

In this important book, Chaim Gans collected previous
essays discussing various aspects of lIsraeli public and
political life. Gans' approach in this book is a liberal one; he
believes in the dignity of the individual and in the values of
freedom and equality.

While the first part of the book is eclectic, the second part
discusses the jusdtifiability of Zionism and the question
whether Zionism could be reconciled with liberalism. More
generally Gans explores whether one can reconcile universal
liberal values such as freedom and equality with nationalist
particularistic sentiments which dictate privileging certain
ethnic groups over others.

Nation-states differentiate between individuals on the basis
of their ethnic or cultural affiliation. Such states often
establish an official language or officia religion and grant
individuals from certain ethnic background privileges, e.g.,
privileges in immigration. The traditional liberal justification
of these practices is grounded in the interests of individuals
to maintain and develop their culture. Gans' primary task in
the second part of this book is to challenge this traditional
liberal justification for a nation-state. While acknowledging
the importance of cultures, Gans denies that the right to
maintain and develop one's culture entails a right to
establish a nation-state designed to protect this culture. His
view is that non-state ingtitutions can adequately protect the
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The impact the collections of all Ibn Baran's quotes from
his Arabic sources might leave on the reader is that Ibn
Baran was incapable of showing any originality.

Against this possible allegation | argue in this review that
Ibn Bariin only used the materials he borrowed from his
sources as mere components for a totally new creation which
did not exist in any of his sources, i.e. comparative Semitic
philology. As a scholar who mastered three Semitic
languages, Arabic as his vernacular and literary language,
and Hebrew and Aramaic as bearers of his Jewish culture, he
could easily study both the similarities and the differences
between the three languages — though he confined himself in
his Kitab al-Muwdazana to two only, Hebrew and Arabic.
This is exactly what he realized by summing up all of the
similarities between Hebrew and Arabic in his systematic
comparative grammar and lexicon. None of these
comparisons is to be found in his sources. The fact that he
intensively used grammatical or lexical definitions from
Arabic sources was only to avoid futile and unnecessary
redefinitions. At any rate, his real work and innovation was
the juxtaposition of those Arabic materials along with their
Hebrew counterparts. His sources studied Arabic only,
without combining with it Hebrew or Aramaic.

Becker’s book is indeed a clear monograph, but one that is
reduced to one single feature of Ibn Baran's work, his
borrowings from Arab grammarians and lexicographers,
without referring to the other dimensions of Ibn Barin's
Kitab al-Muwazana. A more balanced description of Ibn
Baran’s project would include the originaity of his
synthesis, along with the contrastive aspects of the languages
he presented.
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arguments. The rhetorical composition makes it a great
oration.

Aharon Maman

Is Medieval Comparative Semitic Philology a
Copying or a Creative Work?

Dan Becker: Arabic Sources of |saac Ben Barin's
BOOK OF COMPARISON BETWEEN THE HEBREW AND
THE ARABIC LANGUAGES, Tel-Aviv, Tel-Aviv
University Press, 2005

The Jews in the Arabic-speaking area adopted Arabic and
Arabic literary models for their works in philology, as well
as in other fields of learning. It has long been common
knowledge that Jewish writers borrowed from their
counterparts Arabic terminology, paradigms and even
examples. Recently, Dan Becker went a step further and by
examining definitions and examples discovered the exact
Arabic sources which Medieval Hebrew philologists used
and quoted, mostly anonymoudly.

In his current book, Becker systematically points out the
exact lines or paragraphs from which Ibn Baran copied his
lexical definitions or formulas. He even proves that in some
cases the Hebrew philologists copied more than necessary
for their Hebrew discussion.

However, once he has proved his thesis with clear
examples, it seems too technical and superfluous to pick up
every single occurrence of the same phenomenon. In this
regard, the book seems to be nothing but an amplification of
an earlier article Becker published on the same topic (in
Language Sudies viii, 2001, pp. 183-201).
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Shalom Perlman
A Classical-Model Speech

Aeschines, Against Timarchos, On Male Love,
tranglated from the Greek with Introduction and
Commentary by Dwora Gilula, The Hebrew University
Magnes Press, Jerusalem 2005.

The Hebrew trandation of the speech of Aischines Against
Timarchus by Prof. Dwora Gilula is to be heartily
welcomed, because it is an important addition for those who
are Greek-less, but interested in Greek classical literature.
The trandation into contemporary Hebrew makes it
accessible to al. This is the first in a new series of
tranglations of classical Greek speeches. (Since this review
was submitted, the trandation of Demosthenes Against
Meidias has been published.)

The translator has added a subtitle — On Male Love —
which has no basis in the ancient tradition; moreover, she
portrays the accused as a male prostitute, though the law
provides for punishment against ‘companions who do it for a
profit. The difference between ‘companion’ and 'prostitute’ is
one of social and political status.

Though the accusation is based on crimina law, it is
clearly of political importance — as are the other two
speeches of Aischines — in the struggle about the right way
to react to the Macedonian expansion in Greece.

Prof. Gilula failed to explain to the Hebrew reader why
this is considered a classical-model speech; she has not said
much about Greek rhetoric, and in this case about the
structure of the speech and the rhetorical means of
persuasion — such as, e.g., the anticipation of the opponent's
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any other evidence). It is true that | published a scathing
(and detailed) review of it in Haaretz in May 2003, and an
extended version of thisreview in Katharsis 4, 2004, pp. 95-
147. Init | pointed out such idiocies as “Euboeais an island
east of the Peloponnese”, or “The sophists were paid
teachers’ (as the only explanation of this term) — not to
mention sections of the Introduction which bear some
uncanny verbal similarities to sections in the editions of
Bywater and Lucas. But from the point of view of sheer,
measurable quantity, this makes no difference. Indeed, my
two articles — whatever their purport —would only add to the
size of the entry in a Citation Index.

Thus, the formula E=mc? (E: excellence, m: multiplicity, c:
citations) cannot do for real academic excellence, at least not
in the humanities. It may be a sufficient argument, in today’s
mindless jargon, for the beleaguered heads of the
universities in their haggling with a senseless and inhuman
government; but adopting such an approach in the
humanities — a process which has already made great
advances, as many articles in Katharsis clearly show — is
putting human studies in Israel in grave danger, to say the
least. The humanities may appear to be of less importance
than natural science and technology. But if we do not train
some of our best minds to think logically, historically and
philologicaly and refute the growing number of false
arguments employed every day in al the media and
international institutions by those who are intent on our
liguidation, we may, in the very best case, survive merely as
a small military power with advanced technology, large
quantities of publications — and a preposterous pseudo-
culture.



from academic education some of the brighter young minds
merely because they belong to families with a low income
(“socio-economic status’, in today’s jargon). A small
country like Israel, with no natural resources, and whose
very existence is continually threatened, cannot afford this. |
also accept Kaveh's assumption — as a natural scientist, he
should know — that quantity of publications and citations
may well be a fairly objective criterion in the natural
sciences, where the pace of research and the commitment to
more objective criteria may be very different from those in
the humanities and most of the social studies. Where | differ
from him is in the attempt to impose these quantitative
criteria on all subjects and fields studied in the university,
including the humanities.

In the humanities, the pace of research is, asarule, sower,
and citations are not al that often a mark of excellence.
Since the issue of citations and the Citation Index is still not
al that well known in Isradl, | give as examples two recent
Hebrew trandations: David Rokeah's trandation of Justin
Martyr's Dialogue with Trypho, the first trandation of that
text into Hebrew; and Yoav Rinon's trandation of
Aristotle's Poetics, the third, and worst, Hebrew translation
of that text. Rokeah's book — trandation, introduction, notes
—isamajor contribution to Hebrew scholarly literature by a
man who is entirely at home in Classical and early Christian
literature, as well as in the Jewish literature of the period, in
their languages and backgrounds. Yet it has not, to the best
of my knowledge, been reviewed in any Hebrew paper,
periodical, or on Isragli radio or television. If there were a
Citation Index in the Humanities in Hebrew, it would hardly
earn amention there. Rinon’s work was favourably reviewed
in a number of papers; it had an hour-long programme on
Israeli radio promoting it; and a three-page review in the
Hebrew philosophical quarterly lyyun praising it to high
heaven (in the most general terms, with hardly a quotation or
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English Abstracts

John Glucker
Excellence, despite Everything

Thisisaresponse to an article published in the Hebrew daily
Haaretz, on February 13, 2007, by Professor Moshe Kaveh,
President of Bar-llan University and Chairman of the
Committee of Heads of Universities in Isragl. In an attempt
to justify the universities demand for an increase in their
budget, Prof. Kaveh maintains that “the higher education
sector is the only public sector in Isragl which is financed by
the state on the transparent basis of productivity, measurable
by objective means’. In the course of his article, it is made
perfectly clear that the “excellence” which appears in his
titte (and which | have kept in mine) is nothing but
measurable productivity. With the precision one would
expect of adistinguished scientist, Kaveh makesit clear later
in the article that this productivity is to be measured by the
“amplitude of the publications and the citations’. This — as
one should expect in the case of objective and measurable
criteria — can only mean the size, in number of books,
articles, and pages, of the publications by Israeli academics,
and the number of citations of their publications in the
various Citation Indices.

| make it clear at the outset that |, too, support in principle
the demand for a large increase in state financing of the
universities. The aternative (which, in some measure, has
already made its appearance) is a growing privatization of
the universities. This would imply, among other things,
requiring all students to pay ‘redlistic’ fees, thus excluding
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