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Finstrer Ernst und trauriges Entsagen
War aus eurem heitern Dienst verbannt;
Gliicklich sollten alle Herzen schlagen,
Denn euch war der Gliickliche verwandt.

Damals war nichts heilig als das Schéne,
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Keiner Freude schimte sich der Gott,
Wo die keusch errétende Kamone,

Wo die Grazie gebot.
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as the Rubayyat of Omar Khayam, the Persians of Aeschylus, and
selected epigrams of Martial. His Hebrew contributions to Classical
studies were mostly articles, often enlightening the Hebrew reader
on issues in modern Hebrew literature which reflected, directly or
through antecedents in modern European literatures, the Classical
sources and traditions. His native talent for languages and his
devotion both to the Classics and to the new and developing Hebrew
literature in Eretz Israel made him and ideal founder and planner of
a new department of Classical studies in a new and growing
university established in the first great Hebrew city in (then)
Palestine. Many Israeli Classical scholars received their first
initiation into the Greek and Roman world in his lectures and
seminars; and by the time of his early death, the department which
he founded was firmly established as a school of Classics on a
European level.

We publish here an appreciation of Katz as a teacher and promoter
of Classical literature written by one of his erstwhile pupils in Tel
Aviv University, Professor Rachel Birnbaum; a dictionary entry
written by Avner Holtzman; and two aticles by Benzion Benshalom
himself.



NWRIY 1137
Remembrance of Former Generations

Benzion Katz (Benshalom)

Sanok, Galicia 1907 — Tel-Aviv 1968

Benzion Katz, Classical scholar, Hebrew author and translator, was
born in a small town in Galicia, at the time part of the Austrian
empire and later part of Poland. He studied Classical philology at
the University of Cracow, the oldest university of Poland, and later
on taught Hebrew language and literature at that university until his
immigration to Israel in 1940. During his years in Poland he was an
active member of the Zionist movement and a scholar of Hebrew
literature, as well as a keen student of various modern European
literatures. In mandatory Palestine, he was for twelve years head of
the Youth and Pioneering Department of the Jewish Agency, and
when the new university was founded in Tel Aviv in 1956, he was
invited to teach modern Hebrew poetry in the Department of
Hebrew Literature — where his expertise in this field, especially in
the poetry of Bialik and Tschernichowski, was long established —
and to open the Department of Classics, of which he was the head
until his death. From 1946 to 1968 he was also rector of Tel-Aviv
University.

Much of his literary work — published under his penname
Benshalom — was dedicated to translations from a number of ancient

literatures which he knew intimately in the original languages — such
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Dov Schwartz
On Jewish Law and Zionism

The book Jewish Law and Zionism: Halakhic Ramifications of
National Sovereignty edited by Y. S Stern and Y. Sheleg is a
comprehensive collection of articles by academic as well as rabbinic
scholars. As such, this is a major achievement in understanding the
manner in which halakhah confronts the challenge of the modern
state. However, a few comments should be made. First of all, the
book deals with orthodox halakhah excusively. Second, the book
ignores women's halakhic discourse, a phenomenon that has
recently played a major place in religious Zionist thought and
literature. Third, any discussion of Jewish law and Zionism cannot
ignore the years that preceded the founding the state of Israel. And,
last but not least, the book should pay more attention to the influence

of modern orthodoxy on Zionist halakha.
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translator’s thesis through an alternative reading that presents al-
Ghazali in the light of his intellectual development.

In the second part, this article offers a general review of the
chapters of the book while attempting to highlight some problematic
issues, such as the source of al-Ghazali’s synthesis between
mysticism and traditional Islam; the problem of knowledge, its
different levels and the relationship between them; and a reference
to the Arabic edition on which Elgayam’s translation is based.

The third part covers various technical problems related to the

translation of Arabic concepts and terms into Hebrew.

Oded Heilbronner
On Peter Longerich, Heinrich Himmler: A Life

Peter Longerich, the author of previous works on the Holocaust, as
well as a biography of Heinrich Himmler, has now written the most
comprehensive account we have of Goebbels’s career. He relies
heavily on the detailed diaries that Goebbels began to keep in the
autumn of 1923-32 volumes in all. The biography, which employs
psychoanalytical perspectives, presents the Nazi propaganda chief as
a narcissistic personality constantly seeking recognition. Although, it
has nothing new to say about the Nazi leader, Longerich is at his best
describing day-to-day politics, but he also writes about Goebbels the
private person. All in all, it seems that Longerich's work will stay with
us for many years, as one of the best biographies on the leadership of
the Third Reich.
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our great rabbis on the matter even worthy of mention, not to
mention discussion, even though their words are quoted in the book
he purports to criticize. It is a shame that peridoicals commission
book reviews from people who have the most superficial knowledge

of the subjects they are purporting to write about.

Ahmad Ighbariah

Islamic Mysticism and the Formation of Jewish
Mysticism: On the Hebrew Translation by Avi
Elgayam of Al-Ghazali’s Mishkat al-Anwar.

The current review article deals with the translation of al-
Ghazali’s (d. 1111) well-known and controversial mystical work,
Mishkat al-Anwar (The Niche of Lights), from Arabic into Modern
Hebrew. The translation that was made by Professor Avi Elqayam
was published in 2018 by The Magnes Press, and it consists of 489
pages. Beside the translation, this volume also includes publication
of the two medieval Hebrew translations of the same work, an
extensive introduction, annotations, notes and indices.

The article is divided into three parts, the first of which deals with
the centrality of Islamic mysticism in shaping Jewish mysticism and
gabalah during the Middle Ages. Elqayam treats al-Ghazali and his
late work, Mishkat al-Anwar, as an example of the deep Islamic
impact on other civilizations, arguing that the work in question is
philosophical in the Neo-Platonic sense which was represented in
Islamic culture by al-Farabi (d. 950) and Ibn Sina (d. 1037).
Accordingly, Elgayam concludes that al-Ghazali was not really an
enemy of philosophy as the conventional narrative suggests. By
contrast to this view, the present article attempts to place Mishkat

al-Anwar in a clear historical context, and thus takes issue with the
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Israel Netanel Rubin

A Response to A Critique of My Book What
God Can Not by Aaron Segal (Iyyun 66, July
2017, pp. 288-291)

This article is a response to Aharon Segal's review of my book What
God Can not, as published in Iyyun 66 (July 2017), pp. 288-291.

The reviewer, lacking either interest or knowledge, ignores the
main Jewish trend of the book, and instead addresses the
shortcomings that he finds — from his viewpoint — in its section
regarding general philosophy and contemporary logic. However, the
full title of the book is What God can not: the Problem of God's
Subordination to the Laws of Logic and Mathematics in Jewish
Philosophy and Theology, and this is also its intention. Naturally,
the discussions in this book are placed in comparison to what is said
in the general philosophy, but the problem of divine omnipotence in
general philosophy has already been widely discussed in the
relevant literature, and my book is intended to fill the gap on the
subject mainly from the Jewish angle —indeed in parallel to the main
approaches to the issue in general philosophy, but only as far as it
concerns directly to the internal Jewish debate.

Beyond the petty claim that the author relies on his training in
analytic philosophy, he shows some ignorance of Jewish philosophy
and literature, which, as we have noted, are at the focus of the book.
Thus, for example, Segal argues nonchalantly that there is no
contradiction between Maimonides' position about the obligation to
believe both in God's foreknowledge and in the freedom of will
despite the logical paradox involved, and Maimonides' other
position that God too cannot override logic. In my book I show that
many Jewish sages of all generations saw this as a contradiction,
which of course it is; Segal, however, does not find the position of



committee, and purely academic considerations are not invariably

what tips the scales in their discussions.

Dov Schwartz

On Recent Books on the Study of Jewish
Philosophy in the Middle Ages

This article examines three books that concentrate partly or
generally in Jewish Medieval Thought. These books give a certain
perspective of the current medieval research. The first book is the
Hebrew translation of Joel Kraemer's magnum opus of Maimonides'
biography. Kraemer analysed Maimonides' life together with his
philosophy. Kraemer's achievement is writing a book that interests
scholars as well as the average intellectual reader. Its price, and
writing for different republic of readers, has a price, is certainly
worth. Avishai Bar-Asher's Journeys of the Soul focuses in the 13%
century Kabbalah. The article stresses the phenomenon, that in
Christian Spain spiritual leaders could have different students.
Rashba (Salomon b. Adreth) had a philosophical as well as
kabbalistic circles. That may explain the fact, that different
conceptions of "The world to come" have aroused simultaneously.
Haim Hillel b. Sasson's YHWH confronts the specific divine name
considered as one of the peaks of the deity's names. The book
describes Jewish thought during hundreds of years in this
perspective. The article considers the price of this brave project,
since at least the medieval discussions of this topic are extremely
deep and complicate. The article analyses one of the many texts of
Judah Halevi's Kuzari on the divine name to make its point.
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CUIUS BONQO?

Readers have sometimes asked themselves who are the ‘prospective
readers’ of Katharsis; or what sort/s of readership we have in mind
when we publish our issues.

Of course, there is no simple answer to such a question. It is a fact
that all editors and members of our advisory board are related to this
or that Israeli, European or American University. Our title-page
expressly says that we review works ‘in the humanities and social
studies’. This clearly points to an academic-educated readership.
But as our name indicates, we are also open to negative reviews of
such academic works, even when their authors are important and
powerful members of the Israeli academic community. Indeed, we
try to avoid what the twentieth-century Hebrew author and critic
Yaacov Klatzkin called ‘sweet criticism’, and call things by their
names for better and for worse. This is one reason why we are
financially independent of any academic or political institute.

The article deals with some mistaken ideas people have expressed
as to our aims. One common — and wrong — assumption is that
Katharsis is intended, among other things, as a guide to appointment
and promotion committees in Israeli universities and colleges. The
article shows why, considering the usual procedures in our higher
education institutes, such an aim would be worse than hopeless.
Indeed, the very confidential nature of appointment and promotion
committees make the nature and relative honesty of their decision
depend entirely on the character of the academic officials and bodies

who appoint each committee of this sort and of the members of each
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